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FORWARD

It is delightful to present and sign into law the FCT District Courts Cjyj)
Procedure Rules, 2021, The significance of this review is underscored by the
fact that the District Court Act Cap. 495 LFN,(Abuja) 1990 and the Rules made
thereto before now applicable in the FCT were enacted by the legislature of
the then Northern Region of Nigeria and came into force on the 30th
September, 1960, Therefore, there has been stagnation in the evolution of the
law and procedure in the lower court with civil jurisdiction for some time now,

It took the foresight of My Lord the immediate past Chief Judge of the FCT,
Hon. Justice Salisu Garba, to remedy this situation by putting together a
committee to review and update the relevant laws establishing the District
Courts in the FCT, and propose appropriate monetary jurisdiction for District
Courts in the FCT, amongst other terms of reference. This gave rise to the
District Courts (Increase in Jurisdiction of District Court Judges) Order,
2021, which has since come into force on the 6th October, 2021. [appreciate the
Honourable Minister of the Federal Capital Territory Abuja for his prompt
accent of the Order.

I feel specially privileged that apart from being found worthy by My Lord the
former Chief Judge to chair the Committee, faith has decreed that 1 should be
the one to sign the new Rules into force as substantive Chief Judge.

I want to sincerely thank the members especially the alternate chairperson,
Hon. Justice M, Osho-Adebiyi who ably took overafter my appointment as the
Chief Judge. I commend the other members of the committee who have shown
a lot of diligence and commitment at this record speed. Not every competent
person has the opportunity of imparting the system but your generation will
be kind to you for this giant strides.

I believe that the train is on the move and therefore beckon on all the stake
holders especially the Nigerian Bar Association to continue partnering with
the Judiciary as minister in the temple of justice to implement these noble
innovations made in the new Rules. No doubt it offers an opportunity to
improve our systems and enhance speedy dispensation of justice. Thus, our
Courts stand to resolve disputes more quickly and less expensively,

Hon. Justice Husseini Baba Yusuf
Chief Judge FCT

ii
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE DRAFTING OF THE
DISTRICT COURT CIVIL PROCEDURE RULE, 2021

The Committee members are as follows;

Hon. Justice H.B. Yusuf - Chief Judge and the Chairman
Hon. Justice M. Osho-Adebiyi - Alternate Chairperson
Mag. Sharon Tanko-Ishaya

Mag. Samuel Ebiye-khimi Idhiarhi

Mag. Mohammed Zabiru

Mohammed Yusuf Esq

Bede Cajetan Okolie Esq - Secretary

C.]. Osman Esq - Drafter

Prince Adebiyi Adetosoye Esq- NBA Rep.

Mr, Julius A. Affiku - ICT
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ARRANGEMENT OF ORDERS

ORDER L Title and Interpretation
1.  ShortTitle

2. Interpretation

ORDER II: Form and Commencement of Action

1. Filing tobe made at the Central Registry

2. Proceedings to be commenced by plaint or ori ginat'mg application
3. Proceedings commenced by plaint

4. Proceedings commenced by originating application

3. Proceedings with respect to matters pending or decided

6. Plaint where oral hea ring contemplated

7. Hearing of matters commenced by way of application or motion

8. When plaint discloses no cause of action or is defective

9. Allcauses of action may be joined

10.

Division of causes of action
1. Abandonmentof part of claim to give court jurisdiction
2. Claim in Foreign currency

13. Counterclaimor set-off ete

ORDER INI: Writ of Summons and Procedure

Issue of summons to defendant in Form 8

Court to fix time for appearance and mode of registering appearance
Service not effected within one vear, power to extend

Address for service within jurisdiction

Effect of misnomer in plaint or summons

o= L

ORDER IV: Service of Process

1. Who may effect service

2. Special bailiff

3. Normal mode of service

4.  Substituted service

5. Service on Government officers

b.  Service outof jurisdiction

7. Mode of Service out of the jurisdiction
8. Varyingorder for service

iv
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ORDER v1: Proof of Process

" Penalties for wilful endorsement of service

Gervice of notices |

prohibition of court staff serving notices not court processes

e g

b g
mﬂn{ defendants

Procedure when person jointly lable
Partners

Eepn-.iﬁ'll:atiw clammants and detendants
Executors and administrators

Misjoinder and non-joinder

Third-party proceedings

ORDER VIII: Infants and Persons of Unsound Mind
1. Definibions
Suits by person under disalhity
Proceedings by infant or on behalf of lunatic
Transfer
Proceedings by infant without next friend
Powers of court when procesdings commenced without next triend
Appointment of guardian ad litem
Claimant may apply for appointment of guardian ad litem
Who mav be appointed
. When guardian ad litem need not be appointed
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11. Proceedings tocontinue
12. Transfer of proceedings without guardian ad litem

13. Death, etc. of guardian ad litem

14. Appointment of guardian ad litem to be entered in books of court
15. Guardian ad litem not liable for costs

16. When court may order new trial

17. Action in which money or damages claimed

18. General powers of guardian ad litem

19. High Court practice to apply

ORDER IX: Alteration of Parties

When proceedings not to abate

Change of a party's title or interest
-Where persons entitle to proceed on death of party fails todo so
Alteration of records on change of parties

Claim to money in court where change in parties after judgment

S e

ORDER X: Transfer
1.  Application for transfer

ORDER XI: Consolidation and Selected Actions

1.  Consolidation of actions

2. Selected action against several claimants

3. Wherejudgmentinselected action is given in favour of defendant
4. Wherejudgmentin selected action is given against the defendant

ORDER XII: Sittings of Court and Audience
1. Public or private sitting of the court

2.  Adjournment of court
3. Rightofaudience

ORDER XIII: Enlargement and Abridgment of Times
1.  Enlargementand abridgment of times

2, District Court Judge may grant time.

ORDER XIV: Amendment
1. Powerofamendment

vi
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ORDER XV: Interlocutory Applications
[nterlocutory applications

Oral appiicatiﬂm
Power to impose terms

Notice of application
Discharge and variation of ex parte order
Objections to the suit or particular process

ORDER XVI:Inj unctions, etc

Application for interim injunction

Appointment of receiver of property in dispute

Entry into property indispute

Injunctions, etc, may be granted on terms

Notice of injunction

Ex parte injunctions and orders

Discharge and variation of interlocutory injunctions and orders made ex
parte

TR EC e B

ORDER XVII: Admission and Entering of Judgment
1. Admission of debts or parts of debts and judgment thereon
2. Agreementastoamountof debtand conditions of payment

ORDER XVIIL: Security for Costs
1. Security for costs
2 Howsecurity is to be given and enforced

ORDER XIX: Payment into Court
1. Paymentintocourt
(2) MNoticetoclaimant
2. Admission of liability
3. Acceptance of sum paid in
(2) Non-acceptance sum paid in
4 Counterclaim

ORDER H Interim Attachment of Property

L Cases Interim attachment of property may be applied for
2. Application for attachment

3. Formof order of attachment

vii
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4. Where defendant fails 10 SNOW cause or give securty

5. Rightsef thirdpartiesnottobeaffected <o hil aw org

6. Removal of attachment _

7. Inwhatcourts attachment proceedings may be taken
ORDER XXI: Witnesses

1. Mannerin which evidence to be taken

2. Service of summons to witnesses Form

3. Witnessesin general to be out of hearing

ORDER XXII: Affidavits, Documentary and Other Evidence

1. Contents of affidavits and cross-examination of deponent

2. Evidence of witness about to leave district

3.  Useof documentsand other items referred to in the praecipe of evidence
4.  Withdrawal of evidence

5. Marking of documents and items of evidence

6. Evidence tendered for identification purposes

ORDER XXIII: Procedure When Both Parties Appear
1. Procedure when both parties appear
2. Written pleadings may be ordered

3.  Illiterate parties
4.  Where pleading, etc. ordered rules to be observed

5. Thepleading to state all material factsrelied on
6. How factaretobestated

7. Therelief claimed to be stated

8. Grounds of claims founded on separate facts to be separately stated
9. Defendant's pleading to meet allegations in statement of claim
10. Allegations shall not be met generally but specifically

11. Denial of fact must answer point of substance

12. Admissions; their effect

13. Allegations of new facts in defence

14. Set-off or counterclaim to be pleaded

15. Evidence in denial of allegation or in support of defence not set up in

pleading

16. Further pleadings

17. Filingand service of pleadings

18. Striking out pleadings

19

Noevidence to be given of any claim which is not in summons

viii
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20 Consequence of failure to file pleadings after order of court

DER xX1V: Procedure When Only One Party Appears

OR procedure when claimant fails to appear or to prove his case
1. Counterclaim where claimant does not appear
& Castof defen dant whereclaimant does nota ppear
i" procedure when defendant failstoa ppear
R XXV:Judgments
?Engiving and entering judgment
, Noticeofjudgment
3' Procedure for non-suiting
4' Enforcement of judgments and penalties
ORDER XXVI: Costs
{  Apportionmentand payment of costs
7. Stayof proceedings
3. Applicationinrelation tolegal practitioners' fees
4, Agreements between legal practitioner and illiterate persons
5. Dutyoflegal practitioners in relation to costs
6. Suits by legal practitioners to recover fees
7. Legal practitioners to be officers of the court

ORDER XXVII: Appeals to the High Court

e R L R TR

Applications for leave to appeal

Motice of appeal

Appellant to supply copies of record to respondents and Appeal Court
Enlargement of time

Time and place of hearing

Fees

Stay of execution

Where appellant fails to appear

Where appellant appears

Appeal limited to grounds given in notice

Abandonment of appeal before entered at appeal court

Order of appeal court to be certified to District Court Judge's Court
Enforcement of Orders

Security for cost of appeal

X
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ORDER XXVI1II: Case Stated
1.  Form of case stated

2. Statementof case to be sent to Chief Registrar of the H; gh Court

ORDER XXIX: Recording of Proceedings
1. Cause Book

2. Notesof evidence and minutes of
3.  Custody of records

4. Useof Forms

and Use of Forms

proceedings

ORDER XXX: Fees of Courtand Allowances to Wi
1. Feesofcourt
2z
3

District CourtJudge may suspend payment of fees
Allowances to witnesses

tnesses

ORDER XXXI:C ustody of Money in Court

1. Accounttobe maintained by Chief Registrar

2. Remittance of money to beneficiaries

3. Registrarto take charge of fees and other payments
4. Registrar to account to the Chief Re gistrar

5. Auditofregistrar's account

6.  Registrartoenterall moneys in Cash Book

7. Registrar to comply with financial instructions
ORDER XXXII: Miscellaneous Provisions
Duplicates of documents to be filed
Discontinuance by claimant

Swearing of interpreters

Interest onjudgment

Where no Rules exist

Effect of non-compliance with these Rules
Legal representation

Inspection

= RN B = S R

ORDER XXXI!: Transitional Provisions

FIRST SCHEDULE (Division into Districts)
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gCHEDULE (Forms)

sECOND

AM 1
Wl&;ﬂral Cause Book of District Court of the Federal Capital Territory)

(Cause Book of District Court of the Federal Capital Territory)

ORM3
Cw“;aint for ordinary debt and other claims arising from contracts, tort or

other ::i\-’i[ cau .‘:'L‘S}

FORM 4
CWI:['?]amt for claims intended for the issue of default summons)

CIVIL FORMS5 _ ] . .
(Plaint for claims concerning recovery of possession of premises or for

claims for rent arrears or any other claim with reference to the possession
of animmovable property)

CIVIL FORM 6 (Originating Application)

CIVILFORM7
(Plaint with endorsement of waiver of praecipe of evidence)

CIVIL FORM 8 (Ordinary Civil Summons)
CIVILFORMY9  (Defaultsummons)
CIVILFORM10 (Memorandum of Appearance)

CIVILFORM 10A
(Memorandum of Appearance endorsed with a waiver of praecipe of

evidence)
CIVILFORM11  (Certificate of Service)

CIVILFORM12  (Affidavit of Service)

xi
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CIVILFORM13  (Certificate of Attempted Service)

CIVILFORM 14
(Notice of intention to defend default summons)

CIVILFORM15 (Notice of hearing)
CIVILFORM16  (Undertaking by Next friend)

CIVILFORM17  (Notice of appointment of Guardian)
CIVILFORM18  (Summons to Witnesses)

THIRD SCHEDULE (Fees)

xii
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TRICT COURTS ACT (CAP. 495) LAWS OF THE
pIs rﬁnﬁ“”m” OF NIGERIA, 1990 (ABUJA)

GTRICT COURT CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES, 2021
DI

~ise of the powers conferred on me by section 89 of the
n E‘?TL;:{,“rts Act Cap. 495 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria,
'Hﬁmdbu'a} and having obtained the approval of the Minister
s tal Territory pursuant to section 18 paragraph

:ederal Capi _
Federal Capital Territory Act (Cap. 503) Laws of the

| tion of Nigeria, 2006 (ABUJA), I, HUSSEINI BABA
Fﬁghp Chief Judge of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja,

hereby make these Rules:

1. (1)The Civil Procedure Rules set out in the schedule shall
" be the rules of civil procedure to follow in the District
Courts of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.
(2) Where a matter arises in which no provisions or no
adequate provisions exist in the Rules, the court shall
adopt the provisions of the High Court Civil Procedure
Rules for the time being in effect or in the absence of any
applicable procedure under the High Court Civil
Procedure Rules, the Court shall adopt such procedure as
it deems fit to do substantial justice between the parties
concerned.

2. (1) A reference in these Rules to anything done under
these Rules include a reference to anything done before
the commencement of these Rules under any enactment
ceasing to have effect on the commencement of these
Rules

(2) A reference in these Rules to an enactment shall be
construed as a reference to that enactment as amended or
as under any other enactment.

3. The forms set out in the appendix to the schedule shall be
used where applicable with such variations as the

xiii
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circumstances of a particular case may require,
4. The District Court Rules 1960 are hereby revoked

5. These Rules may be cited as the District Courts Civi

Procedure Rules, 2021.
6. These Rules shall come into force on the ....... day o
o Pt e
Dated the ...|154...... da}raf_....,.."."?ﬁ.lﬁ‘:.....-,-...-.-zﬂzzr..

HON. JUSTICE HUSSEINI BABA YUSUF
Chief Judge of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja
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DISTRICT COURTS ACT
CHAPTER 495

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION

pISTRICT COURTS CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES, 2021

Under Section 89

[ ]

ORDER L - TITLE AND INTERPRETATION

1.

These rules may be cited as the District Courts Civil
Procedure Rules, 2021.

[n these rules, unless the context otherwise requires -
“ o ct” means the District Courts Act;

“High Court” means the High Court of the Federal Ca pital
Territory;

“Local authority” means an Area Council or any other
body established for the administration of the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja.

“Special bailiff” includes a courier company:.

ORDERIL -FORM AND COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION

1

(1) There shall be for every judicial district a Central
registry where a person desirous of instituting proceedings
shall pay the prescribed fees or present proof of such
payment into a designated bank, and the registrar of the
court supervising the Central registry shall enter in a book
:‘h'l Form1 I[L?gntral Cause Book) to be kept for that pur pose

edate of filing, the names of the parties, the addresses of
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Proceedings fo
be comtmenced
by plaint or
eriginating
application

Proceedings
commenced by
plaint
application

3.

the parties, a summary of the subject-matter of the Suit o
the claims, the court to which the matter was assj sned 1:hr
date it was transmitted to the assigned court and 3 Cﬂit; m;:
for comments.

(2) The registrar of the court to which the matter Was
assigned shall enter in a book in Form 2 to be kept for thjs
purpose in his office and called the Cause Book details g‘f
the matter namely the suit number, the names of the
parties, the addresses of the parties, a summary of the
subject-matter of the suit, the date the matter was taken
delivery of from the Central Registry, the date of
conclusion of the matter, nature of disposal of the matter
and a column for comments.

.{1} For the purpose of Rule 1 (1) above, a person desirous of
instituting proceedings shall complete and submit to the
registrar a statement in writing hereinafter called a plaint

in Forms 3, 4 or 5, or originating application or motion asin
Formé.

(2) The copies of plaint or originating application shall be
of such numbers sufficient to provide two copies for the
court's file and records, a copy for endorsement and
return upon service, and enough for each defendant or
respondent to be served a copy.

(1) Every plaint in Forms 3, 4 or 5 shall state the names and
last known places of abode of the parties, the addresses for
service of processes on the claimant and defendant (if

different form their places of abode, together with
telephone number or in addition, an e-mail address at

which the court and the other party may direct
communications) and the particulars of claim (being the
substance of the action intended to be brought) which shall
conclude with the reliefs sought and every one of such
originating process shall be signed by the claimant or his

Scanned with CamScanner



legal practitioner where he sues on his behalf, numbered in
every year according to the order in which it has been
entered in the Central registry and the registrar shall
deliver to the applicant one copy of the {Iriginaﬁng process
after the registrar has caused to be endorsed on the process
the particulars regarding date, the amount paid and any
reference number of the payment receipt issued.

(2) A plaint in Form 3 shall be for ordinary debt or claims
arising from contracts, torts or other civil causes; a plaint in
Form 4 shall be for claim intended for the issue of default
summons, while a plaint in Form 5 shall be for claim
concerning recovery of possession of premises or for claims
for rent arrears or any other claim with reference to the
pussessiﬂn of an immovable property and the plaint in
Form 5 must specifically state the location of such property
and the annual rental value of such property.

(1) An originating application in Form 6 shall be for such
cases outside of those contemplated in Rule 3(2) above
where the applicant or respondent is a nominal party and
not likely to be directly affected adversely by the prayers if
granted (such as interpleader proceedings or reversal of
banking errors etc.), provided that the court to which the
application is assigned may make any of the orders it is
entitled to make under Order XV of these Rules.

(2) An originating application in Form 6 shall be in writing,
accompanied with a verifying affidavitand shall state the -

(a) order applied for and sufficient particulars to show
the ground on which the applicant claims to be
entitled to the order;

(b) the names and addresses of the persons intended to
be served referred to in this Rule as “the
respondents”; and
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©  theapplicant's address for service w,
intended to be served, tTe ng Per
5 Dr'j
A

(4) Onthefilingof thea pplication -

(a) the Central Registry shall enter
records kept for that purpose 5
to the court it was assigned, t
directive from the District Co
for the hearing of the applic
applicantacopy; and

I:Eeua PF'Ii':atinn i
he regie TS Misg

egistray shaj Slop
u-]'_'t ]udge a__[_]d ﬁ tHkE
ation and dEfive: to

(b) a copy of the application shal]
respondent in the manner prescri
service of an ordinary summons.

be serveq

On e

(5) Theapplication may be heard in ch ambers,

(1) Without prejudice to the foregoin
may be filed without a plaint but by motion or applicati
where it is with reference to a pending matter for which ;;12
jurisdiction of the court has already been invokeqd or in
which judgment has already been entered ang it was
brought for the purpose of giving effect to g pendiné
judgment and in every such case adequate reference shall
be made to identify the original suit.

& Provisions, Procesg

(2) Where such application is filed in respect of a pending
matter, it shall be filed directly with the registry of the court
to which the matter is pending,

Where a plaint in Forms 3 or 5 is filed for the issue of
::srdinar}f summaons in Form & and in which hearing shall
ordinarily be by oral evidence, the claimant shall file along

with the plaint a praecipe of evidence comprising -

(a) A list of the witnesses that the claimant intends to call
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in proof of the suit;
(b)  Written statements onoath of the witnesses:

¢ Copies of every document to be relied on at the
hearing of the suitappropriately marked:

(d) List and description of real evidence intended to be
relied onat the hearing of the suit;

(e) List and description of every document or physical
item intended to be relied on at the trial but not in the
custody of the claimant but rather in that of the

defendant or any other person and an endorsement of
the notice to produce same,

Provided that, where the claimant is not represented by
counsel and considering the state of education or financial
or other circumstances of the claimant, if the District Court
Judge considers that it would be onerous to expect the
claimant to file a praecipe of evidence, he may waive the
requirement, further provided that it shall have been
endorsed on the plaint that the claimant seeks a waiver or
exemption from the praecipe of evidence, without
prejudice to the power of the court to order the filing of the

praecipe of evidence should a lawyer subsequently appear
for the claimant.

Every suit commenced by way of application or motion
shall be as in Form 6, accompanied by a verifying affidavit
and may be heard on affidavit evidence only unless the
District Court Judge otherwise directs. ;

(1} The court shall refuse to entertain a plaint or
application where the plaint or application, on the face of it,
dl:‘:":EIGEES no cause of action, or is in respect of a matter not
within the jurisdiction of the court, or where the
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All canises of 9.
action may be
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Division of 10.

causes ofackion

Abandonment 11,
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complainant fails to state his address o
respect not in compliance with thege
registrar shall enter such refusal together
thereof in the Cause Book.

an
Ruleg, ™Y Sthe

; a
With the Efn;iurtga
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(2) Every person aggrieved with the decig
under this Rule may appeal against the de;
an order of the court.

10N of t coy
i i r
L

(3) The refusal to entertain plaint or application y

Rule shall not by reason only of that refusga] pregdert :
claimant from presenting a fresh plaint or appﬂﬂ:fie the
respect of the same cause of action. tion i

(1) A claimant may unite in the same suit several cay

action, but the court, if it thinks fit that the causes of as.:et? i
or some of them cannot be conveniently tried to gether .
order separate trials. G

(2) Where a claimant seeks to obtain paymentor relief upon
more than one cause of action, he shall in his particulars of
claim state the grounds of each cause of action separately

and shall also state separately the payment or relief which
he claims in respect of each,

A claimant may not split or divide a cause of action for the
purpose of bringing two or more actions in a court.

1,:1} When the debt, dama ge or demand exceeds the amount
in respect of which the District Court Judge has
Jurisdiction, the claimant may, before opening his case,
fibarmd_un the excess and thereupon the court shall have
Jurisdiction to hear and determine the acHon, so, however,
that the claimant shall not recover in the action an amount

Exlcee.ding the amount of the monetary jurisdiction of the
District Court Judge concerned.
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{2) Where the monetary claim in a suit is ordinaril y above
the monetary jurisdiction of every prade of District ¢ ourt
put the claimant desires to pursue the claim in the I)i;:tl'irt
Court, he shall so distinctly state in the plaint together .with
an affirmation that he abandons the excess of his full

monetary entitlement subject to the limit of the monetary
jurisdiction of the District Court,

(3) Where a court has Jurisdiction to hear and determine an
action by virtue of this Rule, the judgment of the court in
the action shall be in full discharge of all demands in
respect of the cause of action, and entry of the judgment
chall be made accordingly.

Where any monetary claim is made in a foreign currency,
for purposes of determining the grade of District Court
with jurisdiction to try such a claim, the claimant must
endorse on the plaint the official exchange rate of that
currency Vis-a-vis the naira as at midnight of the day
preceding the date of filing the plaint. ;

(1) Where a defendant on whom a plaint and summons has
heen served as set out in Order IV desires to make a
counterclaim or set-off etc. to the claimant's claim, he shall
file same with the Registrar in sufficient copies to cover
service on all parties in the suit within 1 (one) week of the
service on him subject to the power of the court to enlarge

time.

(2) Every counterclaim or set-off shall be tried
contemporaneously with the claimant's case, and
wherever anything is required of a claimant or defendant
under these Rules, such reference is, as the case may be,
deemed to be a reference respectively to the defendant
making a counterclaim or the claimant defending a
Chambers: 4

counterclaim.
B
. L]
International

mn wiwrws beLalosichambers. com

1“-hmlmleﬁﬂi‘“ :

Bezaleel = |
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Issue of
sunimons fo
defendant in
Form 8

Court to fix
time for
appearance
and mode of
registering
EPPEIETEHCE

(3) Where the defendant sets up a counterclaim and
claim of the claimant is discontinued, struck out, stayed n:-
dismissed, the counterclaim may be proceeded with and
the defendant, on proof of it, may have judgment.

(4) Further to the provisions of sub-rules (1) and (2) above
the District Court Judge is empowered to order that the
counterclaim be filed in a separate suit if he considers tha;
the case of the claimant has proceeded too far for the
counterclaim to be tried contemporaneously with it or that
trying the main claim and counterclaim
contemporaneously will make the work of the court
onerous or he is of the opinion that a counterclaim could be
better disposed of in independent proceedings.

ORDERIIL -WRIT OF SUMMONS AND PROCEDURE

1.

On entering a plaint, unless a default summons in Form 9
has been applied for or the plaint is accompanied with an
application for leave for issue of summons to be served
outside jurisdiction, the registrar shall forthwith, subject to
the provisions of Order II of these Rules, issue ordinary
civil summons in Form 8 (accompanied with a copy of the
plaint, praecipe of evidence and Form for Memorandum of
Appearance in Civil Form 10) directed to the defendant,
requiring him to appear at a certain time, being not less
than 7 (seven) days from the date of the service of the
summons, and at a certain place, before the court to answer
to the plaint.

(1) Subject to the provisions of the Act fixing the times and
places for sittings of the court, the District Court Judge
shall, in his discretion, fix the time for appearance by the
defendant, provided that the interval between the date of
service and appearance shall not be less than 7 (seven) days
and if less, allowance shall be given to the defendant by the
numbeérof daysitisless inreckoning his appearance.
|

e
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2) Where a suminons which was issued specifying a date
on which the d efendant is !"El:]_l,[il‘l_-‘d o appear could not be
served before the date elapsed, the previous date or dates
for appearance on it shall be crossed and a new date
entered atwhich the defendantis to appear incourt,

(3) Where the defendant is represented by counsel, not later
than the day indicated in the summons for appearance, he
chall register his appearance by filing with the Re gistrar the
Memorandum of Appearance in Form 10 indicating an
address (or any subsequent change thereof) on which
subsequent processes are to be served but where the
defendant is not represented by counsel, it shall be
sufficient if he completes and submits the said Form 10,
pmvided that if he were to be subsequently represented by
counsel, such counsel shall file his address for service with
the court.

(4) The defendant shall file along with the Memorandum of
Appearance a Reply praecipe of evidence containing same
subjects as required of a claimant in Order II Rule 6 of these
rules, and subject to waiver in like situations as applicable
to aclaimant.

(5) Where counsel who has registered appearance for a
defendant subsequently ceases to appear and rejects
service of process on behalf of the defendant, it shall be
sufficient if any notice or process required to be served on
the defendant is served on the address for service stated in
the originating process,

In case a summons issued for the commencement of a cause
or matter is not served within 6 (six) months from the date
thereof, the same shall become void.
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1

;

Where a claimant taking out a summons, either alope oF
jointly with any other person, is ordinarily resident gy of
the particular jurisdiction of the court, or only tem porarily
therein, he shall, in the plaint, inform the court of 4
address within the district of the court where notices and
other papers issuing from the court may be served upgp
him.

Without prejudice to the power of the court to strike oyt
incompetent suits, no misnomer or inaccurate description
of a person or place in a plaint or summons may vitiate the
plaint or summons, if the person or place is therein
described so as to be commonly known provided that if
any misnomer or inaccurate description appears to the
court at the hearing to be such nature that the defendant
has thereby been deceived or misled, the court may make a
necessary amendment, and, if it is expedient to do so,
adjourn the further hearing of the case, upon such terms as
itmay think fit.

ORDERIV.-SERVICEOF PROCESS

A summons or any other originating process of whatever
description shall be directed to and served by any of the
following, namely -

(a) thesheriff; or

(b) the bailiff; or

(c) apersonnamed inthe directive; or

(d} a police officer; or

(e) officers of the High Court or District Courts; or
(f) alocalauthority; or

(g) an Area Courtor Customary Court.
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) The court may in any case, for reasons which shall seem
ta it sufficient, direct a summons to be served or process to
be executed by a special bailiff, who for the time being shall
have the privileges and liabilities of an officer of the court.

(2) The expenses of a special bailiff shall be defrayed by the

party on whose application he is appointed, unless the
court in any case sees reason to order otherwise.

(1) Subject to the provisions of the District Courts Act and
of any other written law, service of a summons shall be
effected by delivering the summons together with a copy of
the plaint, the praecipe of evidence and Form for
Memorandum of Appearance annexed thereto -

(a) ifonanindividual, to him personally;

(b) ifonafirmor partnership-

(i) tooneofthe partners personally; or

(if) toanyone having at the time of service control of
the business of the firm; or

(iii) to any employee at the principal place of
business of the partnership business;

Provided that, where the partnership has to the
knowledge of the claimant been dissolved before the
commencement of the action, the claimant shall apply
for substituted service;

(c) ifonacorporation-

(i} toadirector;or

(ii) to the company secretary; or
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(iii) by leavingor dropping the sameat the registereq
office of the corporation or the principal place of
business of the corporation or at a branch office
of the corporation within the jurisdiction; or

(iv) toanyonehaving at the time of service control of
the business of the corporation; or

(v) toanyemployeeat the principal place of business
of the corporation’s business or at branch office of
the corporation within the jurisdiction.

(d) if on alocal authority then subject to a provision in any
other Act or an order of the court, by delivering it to an
officer, or by sending it by registered post addressed to
the chairman of the local authority, at the principal
office of the local authority;

(e) if on a person under disability as defined in Rule 1 of
Order VIII of these Rules -

(i) in the case of an infant who is not a lunatic, on his
father or guardian or, if he has no father or
guardian, on the person with whom he resides

or inwhose care he is;

(if) in the case of a lunatic so found by inquisition, on
his committee, and in the case of a lunatic not so
found, on the person with whom he resides or in
whose care he s,

but the court may order that any summons which has
been, or is to be served on the person under disability
or on a person mentioned in this sub-paragraph shall
be deemed to be duly served on the person under
disability.
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(2) Where a person carrying on a business in a name other
than his own, is sued in that name as if he were a firm na me,
the summons or other originating process shall be served
in accordance with the provisions of this Rule as if he were
a partner sued in the name of a firm and his business were a

partrlership.

(3) Where service is to be effected by delivering a document
to the person to be served by personal service and such
person refuses to take the document, it is sufficient to
inform such person of the nature of the document and to
throw it downnear him.

(4) The provisions of this Rule regarding mode of service of
summons shall apply to any process of whatever
description issued by a District Court or having reference
to proceedings in a District Court.

(5) Where service has been effected by leaving a summons
to be served at an address given by the claimant and the
court is doubtful that the defendant has actual knowledge
of such summons the court may require the claimant to
satisfy it that the summons has in fact come to the
knowledge of the defendant.

(6) Where service has been effected under this Rule, it shall

be proved by:

(i) endorsement on the 'endorsement and return copy'
by the defendant; or

(if) the bailiff completing a Certificate of Service as in
Form11;or

(iif) by the bailiff or other server deposing to an affidavit
of serviceasin Form 12, and

in all cases stating the fact of service, the mode of service
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and the date and time of service.

(7) Where only the notification of the date of hearing o
other event is required without hardcopy of processes
requiring to be served or notice is to be given only of
something a party is required by the court to do, such
notice may be given by Short Message Service (SMS), e
mail or other similar media and such service shall be
sufficiently proved by a Certificate or affidavit of service or

a printout of the media.

(1) Without prejudice to the court's power to insist on
attempt at personal service, where it appears to the court
either with or without an attempt at service in accordance
with the provisions of Rule 3 of this Order, that for any
reason such service in respect of any process whatsoever
cannot conveniently be effected, the court, after being
satisfied by affidavit that it is necessary to do so, may order
that service be effected -

(a) by delivery of the process to gether with a copy of the
order to some person being an agent of the person to be
served, or to some other person on it being proved that
there is reasonable probability that the document
would in the ordinary course, through that agent or
other person, come to the knowledge of the person to

be served; or

(b) by advertisement in the Federal Gazette or in some
newspaper circulating within the jurisdiction; or

() by notice put up at a conspicuous part of the court
house or some other place of public resort of the
district wherein proceedings in respect of which the
service is made have been instituted, or at the usual or
last known place of abode, or of business, of the
person to be served; or
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(d) by affixing the document to the usual or last known
place of abode or business of the person to be served;

or

(¢) by delivery of the process through an accredited
courier service in accordance to the law and proof of
delivery to the satisfaction of the Court.

(f) insuchother manner as the court may order,

and in compliance with the order, the service shall be
deemed to be good and sufficient service of the document
on the person to be served; provided that, for the purposes
of this Rule, the court may require that, in lieu of affidavit, a
certificate of attempted service in Form 13 be filed before it
before itentertains the application for substituted service.

(2) Where leave was granted for service by substituted
means but service by personal service was in fact effected,
such service shall be accepted as good service.

(3) Where a legal practitioner represents that he is
authorised to accept service of summons on behalf of a
defendant, it shall be sufficient to deliver the summons to
him, if he endorses upon the copy retained by the person
serving the summons a memorandum stating that he
accepts service thereof on behalf of the defendant, and
giving an address for service in the Federal Capital
Territory.

When a party to be served is in the service of the
Government or of a corporation established by an Actor a
Law, the court may transmit a duplicate of the document to
be served to the head officer of the department (or some
other person authorised to receive process on behalf of the
head officer of the department) in which the party is
employed, for the purpose of being served on him, if it
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appwars to the court that it may be maost conveniently o,
served, ard the head officer shall cause the document i |,
setved on the proper party accordingly.

{1} No summons for service on a defendant out of gy
district of the court issuing the summons shall issge
without the leave of that court.

{2) Every application for leave to issue the summons may
be made either in open court or in chambers and where an
application is granted an entry to that effect shall be
reflected in the records of the court.

(3) Every application shall be supported by affidavit or
other evidence showing -

{a)that the claimant has prima facie a good cause of action;

(b) in what place the defendant is or may probably be
found;

(¢) the groundson which the application is made; and
(d) disclosing:

(iy that the relief sought is against any person
ordinarily resident in the Federal Capital
Territory; or

(ii) that the claim is against a breach or alleged
breach in the Federal Capital Territory of any
contract wherever made, which, according to
the terms of it, ought to be performed in the
Federal Capital Territory; or

(iii) that the claim is founded on a tort committed in
the Federal Capital Territory; or
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{iv) that any injunction s sought as to anything
dope or to be done, in the Federal Capital
Territory, or any nuisance in the Federal Capital
Territory is sought to be prevented or removed;
or

{v) that any person out of the Federal Capital
Territory, is a necessary or proper party to any
proceedings properly commenced in the Court
against some person duly served in the Federal
Capital Territory; or

{vi) that the cause of action arose, wholly or in part,
at the Federal Capital Territory or that the thing
that is the subject matter of the proceedings is in
the Federal Capital Territory.

{4) If it shall appear to the Court that there is a concurrent
remedy in the part of Nigeria where service is sought to be
made, the Court shall have regard to the comparative cost
and convenience of proceeding in the Federal Capital
Territory, or in the place of residence of the person to be
served.

(5) The date specified in a summons served out of the
jurisdiction under this Order for the appearance of the
defendant in Court shall not be less than 30 (thirty) days
atter the service of the summons.

{6) Leave shall not be granted unless it appears to the court
that the case is a proper one for service out of the district of
the court issuing the summons.

{7} Where leave is granted the time and place for the
defendant's appearance shall be appointed for insertion in
the summons to issue; such time to depend on the place
where the summons is to be served.
[ zaleel
373 Chambers:

Cham
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(8) Reference to service out of jurisdiction means seryjc,
out of the Federal Capital Territory.

on for service out of the district of the

Mode of 7. (1) Whenan applicati
has been granted, the Coyyy

service out of court issuing the summons
the o granting such application shall direct the mode for the
Jurisdiction service of the process outside the Federal Capital Territory.
(2) Whenanorderastoa particular form of service has been
be sent with the summons,

made a copy of the order shall
the plaint, the praecipe of evidence and memorandum of

appearance to a court within the outside jurisdiction the
service is to be effected to carry out the service.

(3) The Court effecting service shall after having effected
service endorse the summons for service and return the
copy to the issuing court duly endorsed in accordance with
the provisions of Order vl of these Rules and
countersigned by the District C ourt Judge.

An order for service may be varied from time to time with

Varying order 8.
respect to the mode of service directed by the order.

for service
ORDER V.- DEFAULT SUMMONSES

Conditions for 1. (1) Inan action in a District Court for an ascertained debt or
default liquidated money demand, the claimant may, at his option,
SR cause to be issued a summons in the ordinary form or, on
filing an affidavit to the effect and subject to the provisions
of paragraph (3) of this Rule, a summons in the form to the
effect given in Form 9 in the Schedule to these Rules, and if
such last mentioned summons be issued it shall, unless
otherwise ordered by the court, be personally served on the

defendant.

(2) For the purpose of determining whether a claim is foran

" e e -
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o
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ascertained debt or for a liquidated money demand, any
endorsement of claim for cost or for post-judgment interest
shall not prejudice the principal claim.

(3) If the defendant does not within 16 (sixteen) days after
the service of the summons, inclusive of the day of service,
give to the registrar of the court from which the summons
issued notice in writing, signed by himself or his legal
practitioner, of his intention to defend in Form 14
accompanied with an affidavit disclosing a legal defence or
a defence upon the merit, the claimant may, after 16
(sixteen) days and within 2 (two) months from the day of
service, upon proof of service or of an order for leave to
pruceed as if personal service had been effected, have
judgment entered up against the defendant for the amount
of his claim and costs.

(4) For the purpose of this Rule, a defence on the merit
means the defendant must have put forward some facts
which cast doubt on the claim of the claimant and provides
some foundation for the existence of a triable issue or
issues, which calls for a full trial to determine and not
anchored on mere matters of procedure, practice or form.

(5) The order upon such judgment shall be for payment
forthwith or at such time or times and by such instalments
if any, as the claimant or his legal prachtioner shall in
writing have agreed to at the time of the entry of the plaint
orof the judgment.

(6) A summons as in Form 9 shall not be issued without
leave of the District Court Judge.

Where the defendant gives notice of his intention to
defend, the registrar of the court shall, immediately on
receipt of the notice, serve notice on the claimant or his
legal practitioner, stating therein that the defendant has
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rtention to defend and, if no date fo;
hearing has earlier been fixed, shall send to both the

claimant and defendant notice of the date fixed for the

hearing, at least 6 (six) clear days before that date and
court shall without oral hearing but

during the hearing, the with ar;
relving only on the claimant's affidavit substantiating the
application for issue of default summons fmd the
defendant's affidavit accompanying his notice of interttion
to defend, determine whether the ctaiman.t is e‘_t_'lhtled to
judgment irrespective of the defendant's notice of intention

to defend taking into account whether the notice in fact
disclosed alegal defence ora defence upon the merit.

given notice of his |

Where the defendant shall neglect to give such l'lﬂl’fll:E .nf
he prescribed time, the District

intention to defend within t : :
Court Judge may, upon an affidavit disclosing a legal
e merits and satistactorily

defence or a defence upon th
explaining the defendant's neglect, upon SUFh_l'Erm.':‘- as he
may think just, allow the defendant to put in its notice of

intention to defend, and determine whether the claimant is
entitled to judgment without oral hearing irrespective of

the defendant's notice of intention to defend.

Where leave for the issue of default summons is refused by
the court because the claim is not for an ascertained debt of
a liquidated sum or, having ordered the issue of default
summons, the court has determined that the notice of
intention to defend has disclosed a legal defence or a
defence upon the merit, in the first case ordinary summons
shall be issued and in the second case, the claimant must
then, within 7 (seven) days of the court's decision, file a
praecipe of evidence as in Order [l Rule 6 above.

Where a defendant admits part only of the claimant's claim
in the plaint and default summons issued, judgment shall
be entered in favour of claimant for the part so admitted
and if the court is satisfied that the notice of intention to
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defend has shown a legal deferice or a defence on the merit
regarding the remainder of the claim, the ¢ourt shall
proceed to order for hearing regarding the claim for the
remainder,

ORDER VL. - PROOF OF PROCESS

Where a summons or other process issued from a court is
served by the sheriff or such other person as is appointed
by the court, the service may be proved by endorsement on
a copy of the summons or process under the hand of the
sheriff or such other person showing the fact of service, the
mode of service and the time, place and date of service or
by endorsement on a copy of the summons or process
under the hand of the defendant or by a Certificate of
Service in Form 11 or by deposing to an affidavit, provided
that the District Court Judge may direct any other mode of
proof as he may deem fit in the circumstance of the matter.

A person effecting service who wilfully endorses a false
statement on a copy of a summons or other process or
affidavit or Certificate etc. commits an offence and on
conviction thereof, shall be removed from his office or
employment and shall be liable to imprisonment for 3
(three) months or to a fine of five thousand naira or to both.

(1) All notices required by these Rules shall be in writing
unless expressly authorized by the Court to be given orally
or in some other form such as Short Message Service (SMS),
email or other similar media.

(2) Whenever hearing notices are required to be served on a
party in writing, the notice shall be as in Form 15 and
distinctly state the business for which the court is to be
convened whether it is for hearing the claimant's case, the
defendant or defendants' case or hearing a motion of either
party or other businesses of the court,
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onnotice by a hearing notice that
be convened for a particular

business but failed to be presentin court for that business,

should the court adjourn to another date for the
continuation of that same business, the other party will not
be required to give notice of the new date to the absent

party.

(3) Where a party was put
the court was going to

than court processes in a pending
any staff of a court in his official
ory notices oOF pre-action notices

ce of same be given incourt.

No document other
matter shall be served by
capacity including statut
nor shall evidence of servi

ORDER VII. - PARTIES

Jainder of 1.

claimanis

Joint claims 2.

ed as claimants in an action
in respect of or arising out of
of transactions is alleged to
ly, or in the alternative,

(1) All persons may be join
where the right to any relief
the same transaction or series

exist, whether jointly, several
where, if they brought separate actions, Commor question

of law or fact would arise, provided that if on the

application of any defendant it appears that any joinder
may embarrass oOr delay the trial, the Court may order
separate trials, or make such other order as it thinks fit.

(2) Judgment may be given to any claimant for the relief to
which he is entitled, but any defendant, though
unsuccessful, may be awarded any extra costs caused by

joining any person who is not found entitled tore ief.
Where a person has jointly with other persons a ground for

instituting a suit, all those other persons ought ordinarily
to be made parties to the suit.
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(1) All persons may be joined as defendants in an action
where the right to any relief in respect of or arising out of
the same transaction or series of transactions or cause of
action is alleged to exist, whether jointly, severally or in the
alternative, where, if separate actions were brought any
common question of law or fact would arise, and the
claimant may at his option join as parties to the same action
all or anyone of the persons severally or jointly and
severally liable on any contract or other head of civil wrong
and Judgment may be given against one or more of the
defendants as may be found to be liable according to their
respective liabilities.

(2) Tt shall not be necessary that every defendant to an
actionshall be interested as to all the reliefs claimed, oras to
every cause of action but the Court may make an order that
may prevent any defendant from being embarrassed or put
to any unnecessary expense by being required to attend
any proceedings in which he has no interest.

(3) Where judgment is given against two or more
defendants jointly and severally they shall be entitled to
contribution among themselves and a defendant who
satisfies the judgment may apply to the court by motion on
notice for an order of contribution against any other or

others of the defendants.

(4) The provisions of this Rule shall not affect the rights and
liabilities between joint tortfeasors.

(1) Where a claimant has a demand recoverable under the
Act against two or more persons jointly liable, it shall be
sufficient to serve any of those persons with process, and
judgment may be obtained and execution issued against
any person so served, notwithstanding that others jointly
liable may not have been served or sued or may not be
Within the jurisdiction of the court.

foinder of
defendants

Procedure
when person
jointly liable
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Where judgment i& obtained agai . ‘ Person, i

iﬁﬁﬂ e Entii‘:lﬂi fiy recover in u'te C-::Turi‘ contribution from,
;it'l}’{'ll lver person jointly liable with him.

’ Iaimant does not proceed against all or severy

(3) Whereacla every defendant sued may set up an,

persons joi liable,
def;z*ﬁf: F::: i.r:'_':::;t,lnl.~|t'.f1rl..1]c:11 which he would have been
eﬁﬁﬂe& to set up if all the persons liable have been mads

defendants.

Persons claimi ing ki s partners may sue or be

claiming or being liable as par . ‘
edi E;;he mmﬂ:_g of their firm and any party toa suitmay in

ot o statement of the names of

ly to the court for a ‘
Et;::;ipmfhn are pariners in any such firm, and the
court shall order such names to be given.

(1) Where more persons than one have the sa ﬂf':e }:“:EI’ESt
in one suit, one or more of such persons may, with the leave
of the court, be authorised by the other persnnsrlnterested
to sue or to defend in such suit, for the benefit of or on

behalf of all parties so interested.

(2) If the claimant sues, or a defendant is sued in E
representative capacity, it shall be expressed on the writ
and the court may order any of the persons rE].jII'ESEHtEd to
be made parties either in lieu of, or in addition to, the

previously existing parties.

An executor or administrator may sue and be sued in the
court in like manner as if he were a party in his own right.

(1) The court may at any stage strike out the names u:f a
party improperly or unnecessarily joined, and may, after
due notice given to the party affected, add the name of a
party whose presence is necessary in order to dispose
finally the matter in dispute, and on proof of such notice the
party so served, whether he shall have appeared or not,
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ehall T Bourd by the proceedings in the action, provided
that:

{a) o person shall be added as a claimant without his
comsent in writing, or in the case of a person under
disability without the consent in writing of the next
friend or committee or other person acting on behalf
of the person under disability; and

{t) No action shall be defeated by reason of the
misjoinder or non-joinder of parties.

{1} Where any person has been improperly or
unnecessarily joined as a claimant, a defendant who has set
up a counterclaim may proceed with the counterclaim

against the other claimant.

{1) The defendant, upon being served, may apply for a
third party notice to be served on a third party to be joined
as his defendant to claims the defendant has against him

where:

(a) the defendant ‘claims’ against a party not already a
party to the action that he is entitled to contribution or

indemnity; or

{b} the defendant claims that he is entitled against the
third-party to any relief or remedy relating to, or
connected with the original subject matter of the
action and substantially the same as the relief or
remedy claimed by the claimant; or

{c} the defendant claims that any question or issue
relating to or connected with the said subject matter is
substantially the same as some question or issue
arising between the claimant and the defendant and
should properly be determined not only as between

Third-party
Proceedings
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the claimant and defendant but ag
claimant and the defendant and the third ;‘En the
between any or either of them. Aty o,

(2) Where leave is given for the joinder of a thirﬁ'paﬁ

summons and all other processes pertaining t, ﬂ_bef" the
along with the specific claim against the third pa rty b}'airt
defendant shall be served on the third party and everyy; i
and privilege availing a defendant by these Rules shalj p,

accorded the third-party.

(3) Where the District Court considers that the applicatigy
for joinder was brought mala fide or the defendant hag not
acted timely in bringing the application as to assure £,
hearing regarding all parties, it may refuse the applicatigy
for third-party joinder.

(4) Irrespective that a third party is joined, the claimangs
burden of proof is only against the defendant who alone
bear the burden of proof against the third-party.

ORDER VIII. - INFANTS AND PERSONS OF UNSOUND
o MIND
Definitions 9 In this Order -

“lunatic” has the meaning assigned to it by section 2 of the
Lunacy Act;

“Person under disability” means a person who is an infant
or a lunatic:

“proceedings” includes cause and application.

;ﬁ:"inﬂ“r 2. Subject to Rules 5, 8(2) and 10 of this Order, a person under
disability - disability may not sue except by his next friend and mav

not defend except by his guardianad lifem.

26
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3.

(1) Where proceedings, other than proceedings under Rule
5(a) of this Order, are to be commenced, or a claim in
interpleader proceedings is to be made, by an infant or on
behalf of a lunatic, the proceedings or claim shall be in the
name of the infant or lunatic by his next friend.

(2) Before the proceedings are commenced, or , in the case
of interpleader proceedings, before the claimant's

rticulars of claim are accepted by the registrar, the next
friend shall deliver to the court a written undertaking as in
Form 16 in the Schedule to these Rules.

(3) On delivering the undertaking the next friend shall be
liable for costs in the same manner and to the same extent as
if he were himself a claimant, and, if the proceedings fail or
are discontinued, an order for payment of costs may be
made against the next friend whether an order for costs is
or is not made against the person under disability, and
proceedings may be taken on the order for the recovery of
the costs as for the recovery of any amount payable under a

judgment.

Where any proceedings in which a person is suing by a
next friend are transferred from the High Court to a District
Court, the claimant shall lodge with the registrar the next
friend's written authority to use his name as next friend in
the High Court, or a certified copy thereof, which shall be
deemed to be an undertaking within Rule 3 of this Order.

Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this Order--

(a) an infant may bring proceedings in the court for the
recovery of any sum of money, not exceeding
N30,000.00 (thirty thousand naira) which may be due
to him for wages or piece work or for work as a
servant, in the same manner as if he were of full age.

» EEZHIEEI : ;
%E Eli:eall‘:tl:zﬁ;?l al
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b.

7.

8.

(b) any proceedings by an infant may pro, :
nextfriend if thedefendantconsenty, o Withy,

(1) Where proceedings in which a next friend jg , o
commenced, or are transferred from a“ﬂ’the; da,
without a next friend the court may - Cayy t

(a) on the application of any party or of its own m
appoint as next friend any person who o 0
and who delivers an undertaking in accord,
Rule 3(2) of this Order; or

ti[}n
S to ¢,
fice wi,

(b) orderthe proceedings to be struck out.

(2) Wherever a next friend is appointed under thjs Rul

Rule 3(3) of this Order shallapply. g,

(1) Where a defendant is a person under disahility, an
application may be made to the court on behalf of that

person at any time to appoint a guardian ad litem to the
person.

(2) The application shall be made by filing an affidavit
together with a written consent of the proposed guardian
toact.

(3) When the appointment is made, the registrar shall send
notice to the claimant as in Form 17.

(1) When no application is made under Rule 7 of this Order
and the claimant knows that any defendant is a person
under disability, the claimant shall apply to the court to
appointa guardian ad litem to the person under disability.

(2) This Rule shall not apply where an infant is sued for a
liquidated demand, unless the court otherwise orders.

- e
T ——
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3) Theapydication ehall be made by motion on notive to the
srson o whorn the summons was required to be served.

{4 The application shall be supported by an affidavit in the
aeual form together with a written consent of the proposed

gunrdian foadt.

51 Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (4) of this
Righe ~

&) the court may if it thinks fit accept -

{iy oral evidence of the facts required to be deposed
tnin the affidavit or any of them;

{ii} an oral consent, which shall be recorded in the
notes or minutes required to be taken under the
appropriate section of the Act; and

b} the court may dispense with evidence of anything
which is admitted or not in controversy.

9. The court may appoint as guardian ad lifem the person o may be
proposed in the application, if any, under Rule 7 of this  appointed
Order, and in default of the application may appoint the
person proposed in an application made under Rule 8 of
this Order, or, if not satisfied that the person proposed in
such latter application is a proper person to be appointed or
in default of such latter application, may appoint any other
person willing to act or in default of any person willing to

act, may appoint the registrar.

o, W"E the provisions of this Order, any When
proceedings against an infant may proceed without the gudrdion ad

appointment of a guardian ad litem if the infant consents ;M;HTJ'
and, being represented by a legal practitioner, appears to
be capable of instructing a legal practitioner, or, not being
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11.

12.

13.

14.

1.

M.,

so represented, appears to be capable of condycg,

defence. & hig

Where the appointment of a guardian ad litem is poy
on application under Rule 7 of this Order, then, méﬁ;“:dﬁ
until a guardian is appointed on an application unge, ﬂ::l
Rule the proceedings shall continue as if the guardiap, s

been so appointed.

Where proceedings in whicha guar-:lia_n ad litem is req tirey
are transferred from the High Court without a guardian for
the purpose of the suit or from another court without
guardian ad litem, Rules 7, 8, 10 and 11 of this Order shayj

apply.
Where a guardian ad lifem dies or is under disability or is

absent from Nigeria or is for any reason unable to act, Rules
7 8,9,10and 11 of this Order shall apply as if no guardian
ad litem had been appointed.

Where a guardian ad litem is appointed under this Order,
his appointment shall be entered in the books of the Court
and in the title of the cause or application for the purpose of

all subsequent proceedings.

A guardian ad litem to person under disability shall not be
personally liable for any costs not occasioned by his
personal negligence or misconduct.

Where judgment has been obtained or an order made
against a defendant who was at the time a person under
disability without a guardian ad litem having been
appointed, the court may set aside the judgment or order
and order a new trial, or make such order as it thinks just.
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7, (1) In an

15.

19,

tion in which money or damages is or are

i beneflit of a person
: o on behalf of or for the
riﬂ':mﬁ'l l"}’ L y
undcriiimlbihtjr -

ent or composition or acceptance of money
t, whether before or at or after the trial,
tion of the court; and

y ho settlem

said into cour
shall be valid without the sanc

(

no money or damages recovered or awarded in any
quch action whether by settlement, compromise,

savment into court or otherwise before or at or after
the trial shall be paid to the next friend or guardian ad
litem of a party or toa party's solicitor, unless the court

(b)

(2) All money or damages recovered or awarded shall,

unless the court otherwise directs, be paid into court.

(3) An application to the court as to the mode of dealing
with the money may be made by or on behalf of any person
interested.

(4) Nothing in this Rule shall prejudice the lien of a solicitor
for costs.

(5) This Rule shall not apply to a case in which an infant
sues as if he were of full age by virtue of Rule 5(a) of this

Order.

Subject to the provisions of these Rules, anything which in
the ordinary conduct of any proceedings is required or
authorised i'r}; a provision of these Rules to be done by a
party to the proceedings may, if the party is a person under
disability, be done by his next friend or guardian ad litem,

In any case not expressly provided for by this Order, the
general principles of practice in the High Court of the
Federal Capital 'I'Erritnr}f, Abuja may be adopted and
applied to proceedings in a District Court.
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ORDERIX. - ALTERATION OF PARTIES

; acti 1l not abate b}' reason of

When 1. (1) An action sha ' Bt

Proveedings death or bankruptcy of any party, if the caygq D?m“ge,
+ continues, and shall not become de[ec;“iﬂn

- eation, change, i
the assignment, <" ge, transmigayt ¥

devolution of any interest, estate or title dyy,

Or
prcu:EEd ings. 5 the

7} Whether the cause of action survives or not, ap ..
gh]a]] not abate by reason l:,'-lf the death of a{1}r party bel-:r:“n
the findings of factand the judgment, butjudgment iy
entered notwithstanding the death.

(1) Where after the commencement of an action and before

/.
E:I.ﬂﬂr:rg: ?J-:-.;E judgment there is any fh?ﬂfﬁ‘“—' 2 l}"ﬁﬂﬂmissiﬂn or
or Interest devolution of interest, estate or title or liability in relation
any party, any person interested may apply to the Court fo;
an order enabling or compelling the proper parties to carry
on the proceedings.
(2) Where an order is made ex parte under paragraph (1) of
this Rule, any person served with such order may, within
such time not exceeding 5 (five) days as the Court may
direct, apply to the Court to discharge the order.
Where 3. (1) Whereaclaimant or defendant in an action dies, and the
Persons cause of action survives, but the person entitled to proceed
Entitle fo fails to proceed, the defendant (or the person against whom
Proceed on the proceedings may be continued) may apply to the Court
Death of for an order directing the claimant to proceed within such
Party Fails time as may be ordered, and in default the action may be
by go %0 struck out, and in a case where it is the claimant who has
died, execution may issue for any costs awarded to the
defendant.

32
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Where a claimant or defendant is substityteq
under any of the Rules of this Order, the record of Eliei;id 7
shall be altered accord ingly and aj] it 1L:l'urfc
proceedings shall be carried on under the Sl ﬁﬂ;l ent

Where any change has taken place after Judgment by death
Court assignment or otherwise, in the parties to any attim;
and there is money standing in Court to the credit of the
action, any person claiming to be entitled to the money
apply to the District Court Judge for his claim by motion on
notice accompanied by an affidavit of the facts stated in the
notice.

ORDER X. - TRANSFER

1. (1) A cause or matter pending before a District Court Judge

may be transferred to another District Court Judge for
hearing and determination -

(@) upon an order by the Chief Judge or such officer
acting on his behalf, to that effect;

(b) upon the request of the District Court Judge then
presiding over the case;

(€) upon a directive to that effect by the Administrative
District Court Judge in that district; or

(d) upon an order of the High Court pursuant to
proceedings before the court.

(2) The provisions of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of Rule (1)
of this Order shall not be exercised where the parties have
called a witness or witnesses in the case unless it appears
that the transfer of the case will promote the ends of justice
'ETI‘Wﬂl be inthe interests of the public and will notimpede a
timeous disposal of the case.
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(3) A Judge of the High Court may, if it appears 4, P

a matter pending before him, can suitably be tried “’ﬂ
District Court Judge having regard to the jurisdictigy, of y ]
District Court, order the transfer of the case to the Dis h’*
Court for hearing and determination. Wict

(4) Every order of transfer shall operate as 3 Stay o
proceedings before the District Court Judge from whgy,
the prﬂceedingﬁ are ordered to be transferred in a cause of
matter to which the order extends or is applicable, and the
process and proceedings in the cause or matter, and a
attested copy of all entries in the books of the court relative
thereof shall be transmitted to the court to which the same
shall be transferred and thenceforth all proceedings in the
cause or matter shall be taken in the court as if the cause or

matter has been commenced herein.

ORDER XI. - CONSOLIDATION AND SELECTED
ACTIONS

Comsolidation 1. (1) Actions or matters pending in the same court or before

of actions different District Court Judges of different grades, may be
consolidated by order of a District Court Judge of his own
motion or on the application made on notice by any party,
for the purpose of trial, whether or not in such causes or
matters the claimants are the same and the defendants are
the same or the claimants or the defendants are all
different, whether or not such District Court Judge be the
District Court Judge who finally adjudicates thereon
provided -

(a) there is some common questions ot law or fact
bearing sufficient importance in proportion fo ﬂ'ili’
rest of the subject matter of the actions to render 1
desirable that all of them should be disposed of at the
same time;
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that the consolidation will not have the consequence
of abridging or infringing on the rights of any of the
parties to fair hearing; and

(b)

(c) thatthe actions or matters may not be consolidated if
the effect of such consolidation is to bring the total of
the awardable monetary relief in the consolidated
actions or matters above the monetary jurisdiction of
the District Court Judge assigned to adjudicate over
the consolidated matters.

(2) Where matters pending in two or more District Courts
of different grades are to be consolidated, the application
for consolidation or the order for consolidation shall be
made before or ensue from the District Court of higher

grade.

(1) Where several actions or matters, by different claimants
against the same defendant, are proceeding in the same
court or in different District Courts, in respect of cause of
action or matters arising out of the same breach of contract,
wrong or other circumstances, the defendant may, on filing
an undertaking to be bound so far as his liability in the
ceveral actions or matters is concerned by the decision in
such one of the actions or matters as may be selected by the
court, apply to the court for an order to stay the actions or
matters other than the one selected, until judgment s given
inthe selected action or matter.

(2) Application under this paragraph shall be made on
notice to the claimants who would be affected by any order

made thereon.

Ifjudgment in a selected action under Rule 2 of this Order is
given in favour of the defendant, the defendant shall be
entitled to his costs up to the date of the order staying
proceedings against every other claimant whose action 1s
stayed, unless any such claimant gives the Court, within 5
(five) days from the judgment, notice to set down his action
for trial.
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Where 4.

judgment in
srlected
action is gioen
against the
deferidant

Selected 5.

actiowy where
there are

defendants

of the defeiudant, the defendant shall b naH
up to the date of the order staying ngﬁm .
every other claimant whose action ig ﬂtﬂyedmga B,
such claimant gives the Court, within 5 (Five) dy li;‘l}qm a:,,;

judgment, notice to set down his action for trial O

(2) On judgment in the selected action being o
Court shall notify every other claimant ang ifg?m' the
claimant makes an application to the Court to set de Stich
action for trial, the Court shall appoint a day for m:i’n his
send notice to both claimant and defendant not m i "nx?

3

(five) clear days before the day so appointed.

(1) If judgment in a selected action is given againg P
defendant, the claimant in the action stayed shal] pe at
liberty to proceed for the purpose of ascertaining ang
recovering their debts or damages and costs.

(2) On judgment in the selected action being given, the
Court shall notify each claimant and a claimant desiring to
proceed, shall immediately make an application to the
Court to set down his action for trial, and on receipt of the
application, the Court shall appoint a day for the trial, and
notify both claimant and defendant, not less than 5 (five]

clear days before the day so appointed.

(1) Where several actions by the same claimant against
several defendants are proceeding in the same Court, and
the event of the actions depends on the finding of the
District Court Judge on question common to all of them, the
District Court Judge may at any time select one of them for
trial, and stay proceedings in all the others until judgment
in the selected action is given.

{2) After judgment is given in the selected action, unlemh_

claimant and the defendant in the other actions, or any ﬂl:
them, submit to have judgment entered in accordance wit
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ORDERX1i. - SITTINGSO

e judgment in the selected action, the other actions shall

0 Of Receipt of the application from the claimant or
Mo i any such action to set it down for trial, the

{ourt shall appoint a day for the trial, and shall notify both
giamﬂ-nl anvd defendant not more than 5 (five) clear days
pefore the day 5O appointed.

FCOURT AND AUDIENCE

The sittings of the court for the hearing of causes shall
ardinarily be public, but the court may, for special reasons,
hoar a particular cause of matter in the presence only of the
parties, the legal practitioners representing them if any and

sheofficers of the court.

{1) The District Court Judge may generally adjourn the
court from day to day ortoa convenient day, howsoever
the District Court Judge must enter in the record of the
Court the reason for every such adjournment and any
adjournment from the date of commencement of trial and
during the proceedings should not exceed a period of 14

(fourteen) working days.

{2) A District Court Judge may, after the matter has been set
down for trial at his discretion, grant -

{@) in uncontested civil cases, not more than 2 (two)
adjournments for the claimant and one (1) for the
defendant; or

fb) in contested civil cases, not more than 3 (three)
adjournments in favour of each party.

{3} The period of adjournment to attend mediation
proceedings are excluded from the operation of this

B
Cl1

Lot W5 bimeniery | il v

Bezaleel J
Chambers

International
"-mem.‘“m
o Eiisiis | ASTALIERETE
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(4) The District Court Judge shall endeavour toc K
matters within 90 (ninety) days from the 4 €4

dta of
commencement.

() Subject to the provisions of this Rule, in the event g,
either of the parties to the action fails to, is unable ¢, :
refuses to attend court or proceed with the cause or matt::
depending on whether it is the claimant or the d-EfEl"ldan{
the District Court Judge shall strike the matter off the Cause
list and out of the Court or enter judgement in defay)

against the defendant as the case may be.

(6) For the purpose of this Rule, the date of commencemeng
of hearing shall be the date set down by the District Court
Judge for the hearing of the action and shall not be later
than 20 (twenty) working days after the date of assi gnment
of the action by the Administrative District Court Ju dge.

(7) If the District Court Judge is not present at the time and
place appointed for a sitting of the court, an officer of the
court or any other person authorised in that behalf by the
District Court Judge may, by public notice written or oral,
adjourn the sitting until such time and to such place as may
have been communicated to him by the District Court
Judge and, in the absence of the communication, to such
time and to such place as may be convenient, taking into
account the timelines prescribed above.,

(8) All persons bound to be present at the sitting so
adjourned shall be equally bound to be present at the time
and place appointed by the notice.

(9) In the absence of a notice and of a notification to the
contrary, all persons shall be bound to be present at llhﬂ
next succeeding time appointed as aforesaid or otherwise
for the sitting of the courtin the same place.

Scanned with CamScanner



™\

(10) In all cases of adjournment, a District Court Judge may

cummon the parties to appear before the court before the
expiration of the period to which the case was adjourned.

(11) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1), (2),
(4) and (6) of this Rule, where the interest of justice and fair
hearing requires, the District Court Judge may enlarge the
time schedules prescribed for hearing and determining a
matter before him.

3. (1) In any proceedings in a court any of the following Right of
persons may address the court, namely - audience

(a) aparty tothe proceedings; or
(b) alegal practitioner retained by or on behalf of a party.

(2) Any other person allowed by law or by leave of the court
to appear on behalf or instead of a party, may appear in
court on behalf of a party to satisfy any requirement for the

presence of the party.

(3) Where there is a change of counsel representing either

party in the proceedings, the new counsel shall file a notice
of the change and serve on the former counsel and on the

adverse party.
ORDER XIIL - ENLARGEMENT AND ABRIDGMENT OF
TIMES

1. (1) The parties may not by consent enlarge or abridge any Enlargement
of the times fixed by the Rules for taking any step, or filing and

any document, or giving any notice. ﬂfr' ;T:“'H?m'”f
R A

(2) The court may, as often asit thinks fit, onsuch terms as it
may impose, and either before or after the expiration of the

39
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time appointed by any judgment, o

extend or abridge the time for doing the Ry
any steps in the proceedings, or filing any 4 for tak}%'
giving any notice. OCume ht N

District Court 2. The District Court Judge may in any case, on

Judge may he may impose, make any order for granti

grant fitme claimant or the defendant to proceed j;
defence of the action.

Such ¢

ORDER XIV.- AMENDMENT

Powers of 1. (1) A District Court Judge may at any time

amendment judgment, but not more than once at the instance ofan Ora
party, amend all defects and errors in any PTUE'EEdinF e
the court, whether the defect or error is that of the g; =

applying to amend or not, and on due applicatiog Eei?

made, may make all such amendments as may be neces

for the purpose of determining the real question in issue

between the parties.

(2) An amendment may be made with or without costs ang
onsuch terms as the District Court Judge may think just.

(3) Where any person is ordered to be added or substituted
as defendant, the amended originating process shall be
served on the added or substituted defendant according to
the Rules applicable to the service of the originating
process, and the proceedings as against him shall be
deemed to have begun only on the service of the processon
him.

ORDER XV. - INTERLOCUTORY APPLICATIONS
interlocutory 1. (1) Where by any law or rule, any applicationin the course of

applications an action before or after the judgment is E!{F_I'*?S?l}r E‘;::!
implication authorized to be made to the District
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Jjudge or to the Court, then, subject to the provisions of the
sarticular law or rule applicable as far as it is not
inconsistent, the following provisions shall apply -

(a) All interlocutory applications shall be to the District
Court Judge, accompanied by an affidavit and a short
statement of the law relied upon.

(b) All such interlocutory applications, except made ex
parte, shall be served on the other party prior to or
contemporaneously with its being delivered to the
District Court Judge.

(c) The party served with such an application may
respond by way of a counter affidavit if he so desires
and a short statement of the law relied upon (if any)
within 3 (three) days of delivery of the said application
at the address provided for service or to his legal
practitioner, excluding the day of service.

(d) The District Court Judge shall deliver the Court's
decision within 10 (ten) working days from the

conclusion of arguments.

(e) The decision of the District Court Judge shall be
available for collection upon payment of the
prescribed fees.

(f) Inexceptional cases the Court may permit the parties to
bring interlocutory applications orally or in writing
after the commencement of trials.

(g) All applications for stay of execution of a judgment or
for order to appeal the decision of a District Court
Judge shall be considered and determined in open
Court.
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(2) Where the CIFCUImMsAnCee permauts, an appli
a 5 l:a !
Downloademade fitec the Pistrict Sourt Judge. in ch;l O Mgy, by
consideration onan ex parfe basis. Mbey o
F

Where interlocutory applications is made orally, i

-}mf 2' ‘ l i
pliostions made without an accompanying affidavit to 1, g‘?}fhﬁ
apr Court ]udgE in whose court a cause or Matter jg pen t."jit

1

provided that the District Court Judge shall have Power.

(a) to direct the applica tHion to be reduced to Wri[-ing;

to direct notice thereof to be given to any Pt
affected thereby; and

(c) to direct in what manner evidenr:e_ relating to the
application shall be given by the applicant or a persqp
affected thereby.

The Court may, as a condition of granting any

Power fo 3. o :
Impose Terms interlocutory application, 1mpose such terms and
conditions as it thinks fit, and without prejudice to the

generality of the following provisions, may make orders

requiring any party to-

(a) givesecurity;

(b) giveanundertaking;

(¢) paymoney into Court; or

(d) payall orany part of the costs of proceedings.

disposed of, the
nt a day for the

lication is to b
e date

1er 1N

Notice 4. (1) Where an application is not summarily
of applicaiion Distri 2 . :
istrict Court Judge or registrar shall appol

hearing thereof, and where notice of the app :

given to another person, such notice shall specify th

on which the application will be heard and the mar!
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which evidence relating thereto shall be given by the
applicantor any person af fﬁ(‘l‘ﬂf‘[ thereby,

) Wwhere an application is made ex parte for an
interlocutory injunction or order, the Court may direct
notice to be given to any person who may be affected by the

order.

Anordermadeex parfeonan inter.Inc.u tory application may ischarge and
he discharged or varied by the District Court Judge at any  variation of ex
time on application made by any person aggrieved thereby parte order
Jfter notice given to the party who obtained the order.

6. Uponbeing served the summons and plaint or originating

icati on the filing of any process in a pendin Objections to
ﬂp}"li':ﬂtlm'l.- s g s :}" ¥ P & the suit or
suit the adverse party may in writing or orally make an el

objection to the suit or process and where the grounds of A
objection is of such a character that it would require the
court to consider evidence ordinarily produced during
trial, the court shall decline to hear the objection but rather
direct thatit shall be taken in the course of the hearing of the
action along with the substantive case and determined on

the merit.
ORDER XVL - INJUNCTIONS, ETC

f {1} Where any party desires before the trial, an immediate Application

for Interim
order - Injuction

(a) inthe nature of an injunction;

(b) forthe appointment of a receiver;

(c) fortaking any accounts; or

(d) for makingany inquiries,

he may apply in accordance with Order XV Rule 1.

43
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(2) The Court may grant an il.'ti‘l.‘.l'IDC'tItUry order on e
terms as to its duration, the giving of security or other., .
as may seem just inaccordance with Order XV Rule 1. :

In all cases, in which it may appear necessary, the court
may appoint a receiver or manager me a property in dispyy,
Masuit,andifneedbemmmuﬂtemwinhis
possession or custody and grant him power to Manage o,
preserve and improve the same and to collect the rengs and
profits thereof and to apply or dispose of them as may seep,
fit, and may grant him power to sell perishable goods,

The court may where it has jurisdiction, authorise a persqp,
to enter upon or into any property or building i
possession of a party for the purposes of an appointment o
order made as aforesaid.

In making an injunction or orders to stay waste of
alienation or for the detention and preservation of any
property the subject of such suit, or to restrain breaches of
contracts or torts, the court may grant the same on such
terms as to its duration, the keeping of an account, the
giving of security or otherwise, as may seem just.

Where application is made for an interlocutory injunction
or order under this Order, the court may direct notice
thereof to be given to any person affected thereby.

An interim injunction or order made ex parte shall be for a
limited time only to be therein stated, not been more than 7
(seven) days, and be served on the person affected thereby,

but the court may extend the time if service has not been
possible within that time.

Where an interlocutory injunction or order is made ex parte
it may be discharged or varied by the court at any time on
application made by any person agerieved thereby after

notice given to the party who obtained the injunction or
order.
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- ADMISSION AND g

Jer XVIL
ORDER X JUDGMENT

NTERING oOf

A person against whoma plaint has been entered may, after
the summn_ns has bee+n served upon him, I.“ile a written  debts or purts
statement signed by himself or a legal practitioner acting of debts and
on his behalf, admitting in whole or in part, the claim in /4dgment
respect of which the plaint has been entered: ang the
registrar of the court in which the plaint was entered shall
forthwith send notice thereof to the claimant by post, or by
causing the same to be delivered at the address furnished
in the plaint or at his usual place of abode or business, and
thereupon it shall not be necessary for the said claimant to
prove the claim admitted as aforesaid; but the court, at the
next sitting thereof, whether the parties or either of them
attend the court or not, shall, if satisfied of the s gnature of

the party filing such statement, enter judgment for the
claim so admitted.

Admission af

thereon

2. (1) If the person against whom a plaint has been entered Agreement as

agrees with the person on whose behalf the plaint has been o anount of
entered upon the amount of the claim in respect of which et and

the plaint has been entered, and upon the terms and ;ﬁliﬁfs s
conditions upon which the same shall be paid and satisfied,

those persons respectively may, in the presence of the

registrar of the court in which the plaint has been entered,

sign a statement of the amount of the claim so agreed upon

between the persons respectively, and of the terms and

conditions which the same shall be paid or satisfied, and

the registrar shall receive the statement.

(2) The court shall at its next sitting enter up judgment for
the claimant for the amount of the claim so a greed on, and
upon the terms and conditions mentioned in the statement;
and such judgment shall to all intents and purposes be the
same and have the same effect, and shall be enforced and
enforceable in the same manner as if ithad been ajudgment
of the District Court Jud ge of the said court.
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Security for
{Els

How security
is to be given
and enforced

ORDERXVIIL -SECURITY FOR COSTSs

1.

2.

(1) Inall proceedings the court may either of ;
or on the application of a defendant, if jt g0
claimant to a suit, either at the commence

1‘5 an
.. Mot

. ' - mEﬂt or at
time during the progress thereof, to give secur; ny

to the satisfaction of the court, by depositor o it OF cogyg

give further or better security, and may likewise rlS-E', OF gy
b |

defendant to give security, or further and better uirle 4
for the costs of any particular proceeding un dertak E':l_.mtyr
interest. N In hig

(2) The general principle to be applied by the Court w
ordering a claimant to give security for costs is that en
person shall be precluded on the ground of poverty fmm
commencing an action except in special Cff‘:umStanc?E
such as where the claimant does not reside, or ig onl
residing temporarily in the Federal Capital Territory, o
where the claimant has already failed to pay costs aw ar::led
against him.

(3) A defendant shall not ordinarily be ordered to furnish
security for costs except in special circumstances, for
example, where he is pursuing a distinct counterclaim or
applies for a transfer of the action to the High Court
although the action is within the jurisdiction of the District
Court.

(1) When either party to a cause or matter makes an
application to a District Court Judge that the other party
shall give security whether with or without sureties and
the District Court Judge is of the opinion, after hearing the
parties, that the security should be given, he shall specify
the amount of security and direct whether with or without

sureties and whether such security shall be given by way of
cash deposit.
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(2) Where 2 party 1§ required to give security and the
curity 18 by way of a bond with or without sureties or b
Jny way other than a cash deposit the security shall be at
the costof the party giving .

(3) Where the court has_ ordered that the security, other
than a cash deposit, be Even, the security shall be given to
the satisfaction of an officer of the court unless the court
directs that the security be to the satisfaction of the other

party’

(4) In any case where security, other than a cash deposit, is
required to be given, the officer of the court or the party to
whose satisfaction the security is to be given may require
the District Court Judge to direct that the value of the
security offered or the standing of the sureties, if any, be
verified by affidavit of the party offering the security or by
some other person with a knowledge of the security or the
sureties.

(5) The court in which an action on the security shall be
brought may, by order give such relief as may be just and
such order shall have the effect of a defeasance of a bond

taken or the fulfilment of the security.

ORDER XIX. -PAYMENT INTO COURT

1

(1) The defendant may, at any time before the hearing, pay
into court an amount in full satisfachion of the claimant's
claim or of part thereof, together with costs incurred up to
the time of the payment-in.

(2) The registrar shall cause notice of such payment-in to be

Payment into
court

Notice to
served upon the claimant in like manner as provided forin  lgimant
Rule 1 of Order XVII of these Rules.

n- Bezaleel
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Admissionef 2. Payment into court, whether made ;
liability claimant's claim generally or
| E Y 0T SOme payy gl 0 Sf g
operate, unless the defendant in g defer T 8k
liability, as an admission of Iiability to the Sy E“iall
amount paid in, and no more, and for ng ﬂt]-.w‘:‘ftt?nt of tﬁ:
-+ pPu

N sa ﬁsfa.,:ﬁ

Accephance 3. (1) The claimant may accept any sum paid in
of sum satisfaction and discharge of the claim in ]_EEP:E‘;GMI In fiy)y
paid in was pa id in, and may appl}r b}r motion for i of Whj[‘h it
money out of court to him, whereupon the cq uf ’mﬂmh:jt of the
such order as to stay of further proceedings, and Img
and other matter as may be just. 510 cogyy
Non- (2) If the claimant does not so apply, and, havin & Proceeq
. : g
iﬁ;ﬁfn with the claim, recovers an amount not more than that Pﬂ?j

intocourt -

(a) thejudgmentshall besatisfied out of the amount paid
into court, and the balance repaid to the defendant:

(b) thecourtmay inits discretion award to the defendant
costs incurred after payment-in, together with such
sum as it may consider fit by way of compensation,
and may make an order against the claimant to this
effect in like manner as if judgment had been given
against him,

Counterclaim 4 A claimant or other person made defendant to a
counterclaim may pay money into Court as if he werea
defendant to an action, and Rules 1 to 3 of this Order shall
apply with necessary modifications.

ORDER XX, - INTERIM ATTACHMENT OF PROPERTY

Cases Interim e
Attachmentof 1.  Where the defendant in a suit with intent to {Jb.’-‘:trutf ‘;
$T0perty may delay the execution of a decree that may be Pﬂﬂﬁ?df‘;gi

& ¥

be applied for e ; L
: him, is about to dispose of his property, or any part

qﬂ 1
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remove the property from the Federal i
?‘Zr:? tory Abuja, or is about to leave the Federal g:ﬂlt:i
Territory, the cl:all’l't.ﬂl'lt may apply to the court, either at the
ime of the institution of the suit or at any time thereafter
il final ;udgTﬂEﬂtr to -?all on the defendant to furnish
cufficient security to f}:]ﬁl any decree that may be made
against him in tl:ua- suit, and on his failing to give such
security, or pending the giving of such security, to direct
that any property movable or immovable belonging to the
defendant shall be attached until the further order the

court.

7 Theapplicationshall contain a specification of the property
required to be attached, and the estimated value thereof so
far as the claimant can reasonably ascertain the property;
and the claimant shall, at the time of making the
application, declare that to the best of his information and
belief the defendant is about to dispose of or remove his

property or leave the Federal Capital Territory with such
intent as aforesaid.

Application
for attachment

3. (1) If the court is satisfied that the defendant is about to ., of onex

dispose of or remove his property with intent to obstruct of attachment
or delay the execution of the decree, the court may order

the defendant, within a time to be fixed by the court, either

to furnish security in such sum as may be specified in the

order, to produce and place at the disposal of the court

when required the said property, or the value of same, or

such portion thereof as may be sufficient to fulfil the “FPlication

or attachment
decree, or to appear and show cause why he should not iy
furnish security.

{2) Pending the defendant's compliance with the order, the
courtmay by warrant direct the attachment of the whole, or
ANy portion of the property specified in the application
until further order.

49
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4. (1) If the defendant fails to show such Cause
- O

Where

defendant fails the required security within the time fixeg o ter Eur“igh
b show cause court may direct that the Property spec ﬁE “Ourt, the
or give application if not already attached, or such o4 in the
security as is sufficient to fulfil the decree, sha]) Bhonin]

!:'E atta l:hﬂd U_n:j

further order.
fendant <
(2) If the defendant shows such cause, or furnisheq o

required security, and the property specified
application, or any portion of it, has been attach 12 g
court shall order the attachment to be withdrawn €d, the

Rights of third D  The attachment shall not affect the rights of Persons ne;

parties not to parties to the suit, and in the event of any claim pe;

be affected preferred to the property attached before judg'n'lent f;l:m
the procedure prescribed in the Sheriffs and Cjvi] P‘[l:g[
Actshall apply.. s

6. Inall cases of attachment before judgment, the court shaf]

Removal o : :

mm,mm{ at any time remove the said attachment, on the defendant
furnishing security as above required, together wi
security for the costs of the attachment, or upon an order
for anon-suit or striking out the cause or matter,

Totsiiad 7. (1) The application may be made to the District Court in the

courts district where the defendant, or in case of urgency, where

ﬂﬂﬂﬂ”:;{f"f the property proposed to be attached may be, and the court

ProCeeqings o .

T ks may make such order as shall seemjust,

(2) In case an order for the attachment of property is issued
by a different court from that in which the suit is pending,
that court shall, on the request of either of the parties,
transmit the application and evidence therein to the court
in which the suitis so pending, retaining the property in the
meantime under attachment or taking sufficient security
for its value, and the court in which the suit is pending shall
thereupon examine into and proceed in the application n
accordance with the foregoing provisions, in such manner
as shall seem just.

50
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ORDER XX

1.

-WITNESSES

(1) Except as otherwise provided by these Rules or any

Pﬁcabl{? law, the evidence of witnesses at the trial of any
:Etiﬂn shall be taken on oath orally or by witness statement
onoathor both without prejudice to witnesses that chose to

affirm.

2) It shall be sufficient for a witness who has filed a witness
ctatement on oath to adopt same as his evidence-in-chief,
pmvided that such witness shall thereafter be liable for
cross-examination by the adverse party before being re-
e:xami.ﬂﬂd.r ]_fﬂ.l'l}?

(3) A witness whose evidence has not been filed as part of
ecipe of evidence shall not be heard unless the District
CourtJudge had waived the filing of praecipe of evidence.
(4) The evidence on oath of a witness filed as part of the
praecipe of evidence shall not be considered as evidence
unless the maker in fact appears in court to adopt same.

(1) Either of the parties to a cause or matter may obtain
from the registrar of the court summonses to witnesses,
with or without a clause requiring the production of the
books, deeds, papers and writings in the possession or
control of the persons summoned as witnesses and such
summons shall be served in accordance with the
provisions of Order IV of these Rules.

(2) Provided sufficient particulars have been indicated in
the praecipe of evidence regarding such witness, the
witness need not have filed a statement on cath prior.

3. Immediately prior to the hearing of a cause or matter in

which witnesses are to be examined the District Court Judge
shall direct that all witnesses shall leave the court and upon
that direction the provisions of section 212 of the Evidence
Actshall apply provided -

Manner in
which
Evidence to
be faken

Service of
ST S fo
witnesses
Form

Witnesses in
gﬁ:mm' to be
out af hearing
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(a) That the parties themselves shall remain in g,
even though intended to be called as Witnesses. COuy

(b) that the District Court Judge may in his discig

permit professional and technical witnesses tq “En?;n

: i
in court; and n

(c) that the failure to comply with the Provisiong qf thi
Rule shall not invalidate the proceedings. 1§

ORDER XXIL - AFFIDAVITS, DOCUMENTARY AND
OTHER EVIDENCE

Contentsof 1, All affidavits shall be made and be in accordance with the
nﬂfimrs and provisions of the Evidence Act and where a party desires
C = ' : ¥

E;?m;,,m,-m cross-examine a deponent who has made an affidayit fileg

of deponent on behalf of the opposite party in support of any ﬁppﬁcaﬁm;
the following provisions shall a pply -

(a) he may serve on the opposite party a notice Tequiring
the production of the deponent for Cross-examination
atthe hearing;

(b) if the party served with the notice does not produce the
deponent at the hearing, he shall not be entitled to lise
the affidavits as evidence;

(c) awitness summons may be issued on the application
of the party served with the notice for the purpose of
summoning the deponent to attend for cross-
examination,

Evidenceof 2. (1) Atany time after a cause or matter is begun and before
withess about the trial, the court may take the evidence of a witness who is
g I""’f“' about to leave the district, or who, from illness or old age or
district i . :
any other sufficient cause, is not likely to be able to be
presentat the trial,

52
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o note of the evidence shall be signed at the time by
- trict Court Judge taking the same.

evidence so taken and recorded may not, except for

.jal reasons to be recorded in the District Ccrurt Judge's
e be admitted as evidence at the trial unless it is shown
I;ﬂtf&ﬂ-; party against whom it is offered had an
tha )

opportunity of cross-examining the deponent.

(3) The

Documents or any item of real evidence referred to or listed
in the praecipe of evidence shall be tendered to ﬂ'ﬁ? cn}xrt
during the hearing of the cause or matter Efnd any L‘rbjectj.[m
to any such document or item of re;_aI evidence regarding
their admissibility, relevance or weight or u::the:: grounds
may be heard or taken in the course of the hearmg of the
action along with the substantive case and determined on

the meritat the conclusion.

The party tendering any document or item of evidence to
which objection has been taken by the adverse party .wh-:-n
tendered may withdraw such evidence provided issues

have not been joined.

Every document and item of evidence ten dered to the court
must be distinctly marked and sufficiently described in the

records of the court.

No document shall be tendered merely for identification
purpose.

ORDER XXIII. - PROCEDURE WHEN BOTH PARTIES

APPEAR

(1} If on the day of hearing both parties appear, the plaint
shall be read to the defendant, and the District Court Judge
shall require him to make his answer or defence thereto,
and, on such defence or answer being made, the District

Scanned with CamScanner
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Court Judge shall immediately record the same g
except where the court considers it fecessary tq shal,
otherwise, proceed in a summary way to hea.-mdi"
determine the cause without further pleading o =
joinder of issue. "l

{2) Where in answer to the plaint read to the defend, M, the
defendant admits the claim or so much of it in uneqm,...::}t |
terms, judgment shall be entered in favour of the ciﬂima:t
to the extent of the admission and the District Court J;;g
shall proceed in a summary way to hear and determine g,
remainder of the cause without further pleading or forp, al
joinder of issue.

Wiritten
pleadings may 2. Inall suits written pleadings may be ordered by the coyrt.

br ordered

Hiiterute - (1) In making an order for written pleadings, the coyy

parties shall have regard to the condition of the parties, and shaj
not require a party to file a written statement who, from
want of education, is incapable of preparing or
understanding the same.

(2) If in a case the court considers it necessary, in the interest
of justice, that a statement of a party should be reduced into
writing previous to hearing, the court may direct that the
same be taken down in writing by the registrar or other fit
officer of the court and, after verifying the statement so
prepared by oral examination of the party where
necessary, may direct if it thinks fit, that the statement be

filed as a pleading.
ﬁr 4. Wherever a pleading, statement of claim, or defence is
ng. eic. ordered to be filed the provisions of the following rules
ardered rules shall be observed. :

fo be vhserved
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10,

Eyery pleading shall contain a statement of all the material
{-;;-ts on which the party pleading relies, but not the
gvid:i"“'fﬂ by which they are to be proved, such statement
being divided into paragraphs numbered consecutively,
mﬂ each paragraph containing as nearly as may be a
ﬁ._ra;amallegaﬁnn.

the facts shall be alleged positively, precisely and
distinctly and as briefly as is consistent with a clear

Every statement of claim shall state specifically tht_a relief
which the claimant claims, either simply or in the
alternative, and may also ask for general relief and the
same rule shall apply to any counterclaim or set-off made
or other relief claimed by the defendant in his defence.

Where the claimant seeks relief in respect of several distinct
claims or causes of complaint founded upon separate and
distinct facts, they shall be stated, as far as may be,
separately and distinctly; and the same rule shall apply
where the defendant relies upon several distinct grounds
of set-off or counterclaim founded upon separate and
distinct facts.

(1) The defendant's pleading or defence shall deny all such
material allegations in the petition as the defendant intends
todeny at the hearing,

(2) Every allegation of fact, if not denied specifically or by
necessary implication or stated to be not admitted, shall be
taken as established at the hearing,

It shall not be sufficient to deny generally the facts alleged
by the statement of claim, but the defendant must deal
specifically therewith, either admitting or denying the
truth of each allegation of fact seriatim, as the truth or

Scanne d with CamScanner
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11.

12,

13.

14.

I,

82 Troyn N =18 |
k IR"IE Y WY W it I .

falsehood of each is within his knnwledger Or (as the
may be) stating that he does not know Wheth.a.t
allegation or allegations is or are true or otherwise

asg
the

When a party denies an allegif tion of fact he mys; not g
evasively, but answer the point of substance, ang When
matter of fact is alleged with diverse circumstance A Sha]a
not be sufficient to deny it as alleged along wiy, the
circumstances, but a fair and substantial answer Miust I:.E:

given.

The defence shall admit such material allegations in the
statement of claim as the defendant knows to be true, o
desires to be taken as admitted, and such allegations Mmay
be taken as established without proof thereof.

The defence must allege a fact not stated in the state ment of
claim on which the defendant relies in his defence, z¢
establishing for instance, fraud on the part of the claimang,
or showing that the claimant's ri ght to recover or to a reljef
capable of being granted on the petition, has not yet
accrued, oris released, or barred, or otherwise gone,

Where a defendant seeks to rely upon any fact as
Supporting a right of set-off or counterclaim, he shall, in his
statement of defence state specifically that he does so by
way of set-off or counterclaim, and the particulars of such
set-off or counterclaim shall be given.

The defence of a defendant shall not debar him at the
hearing from disproving any allegation of the claimant not
admitted by the defence, or from giving evidence in
support of a defence not expressly set up by the defence,
except where the defence is such as -

in the opinion of the court, ought to have been
expressly set up by the defence; or

(a)
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16.

17

18.

19,

(b) isinconsistent with the statements thereof; or
© I8 in the opinion of the court, likely to take the

claimant by surprise and to raise new issues not fairly
arising out of the pleadings to be filed as it may deem
necessary for the purpose of bringing the parties to an

issue.

The court if it considers that the statements of claim and
defence filed ina suit insufficiently disclose and fix the real
issues between the parties may order such further
pleadings to be filed as it may deem necessary for the
purpose of bringing the parties toan issue.

Every pleading shall be filed at such time as the court
directs, and be served on the opposite party or his solicitor,
if the court thinks fit, at such time and in such manner as it

directs.

The court may at any time, on the application of either
party, strike out any pleading or any part thereof, on the
gmum:i that it discloses no cause of action, or no defence to
the action as the case may be, or on the ground that it is
embarrassing, or scandalous, or vexatious, or an abuse of
the process of the court, and the court may either give leave
to amend such pleading, or may proceed to give judgment
for the claimant or defendant, as the case may be, or make
such order, and upon such terms and conditions, as may

seem just.

Subject to the power of amendment conferred by these
Rules, no evidence of any claim shall be given by the
claimant on the trial or hearing except of such claim as shall
be stated in the summons or other proceeding under the
Actorthese Rules directed to be issued or taken.
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Consequence  20. (1) Upon the order of the court for the parties exchap,
ge

of failure to p]EE.EﬁI'lgE; where the claimant failed to file his statery,

file pleadings claim within the time prescribed by the court for hjp, tgt 2

after order of 50, on its own motion or on the appﬂtﬂﬁm of Ao

court defendant, the court may strike out the claimant'g suitt-:?e
the cause list. e

(2) Upon the order of the court for the parties to exchyy,
pleadings, where the defendant failed to file his stater, if_i
of defence within the time prescribed by the court for him
to do so, on the application of the claimant made on notjg,
to the defendant, the court may -

(a) Proceed to hear the case of the claimant regardless o
the absence of the defendant and the judgment ¢
given shall be judgment on the merits; or

(b) Proceed to give judgment in default of pleadings,
without hearing evidence, in favour of the claimany
against the defendant and the judgment so given may
be liable to be set aside on terms if the defendant were
to bring application on notice to do so within 30

(thirty) days.
ORDER XXIV. - PROCEDURE WHEN ONLY ONE PARTY
APPEARS
Procedure 1. (1) If, on the day of hearing or at any continuation or
when adjournment of the court or cause;

claimant fails (a)
to appear or to
prove his case

the claimant does not appear, or sufficiently excuse
his absence, the cause shall, unless the court sees good
reason to the contrary, be struck out except as to any
counterclaim by the defendant:

(b) if the claimant appears but does not make proof of his

claim to the satisfaction of the court, the District Court
"~ Judge-may. non-suit him or give judgment for the
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deferdant; and

in either case, where the defendant appears and does
ot admit the claim, the District Court Judge may
award the defendant, in addition to costs, such
further sum, by way of compensation for his trouble
and attendance, as the District Court Judge in his
discretion may think just.

{2) The sum awarded shall be recoverable from the
AJaimant in like manner as any debt or damage ordered to
pe paid by the court can be recovered; and no action shall be
prought by the claimant in respect of the same cause of
action until such sumand costs have been paid.

(3) If the claimant does not appear when called upon but
the defendant appears and admits the cause of action to the
full amount claimed, the District Court Judge may, if he
thinks fit proceed to give judgment, with or without costs,
asif the claimant had appeared.

Where the defendant to a cause which has been struck out
under Rule 1 of this Order has a counterclaim, the court
may, on due proof of service on the claimant of notice
thereof proceed to hear the counterclaim and give
judgment on the evidence adduced by the defendant, or
may postpone the hearing of the counterclaim and direct
notice of such postponement to be given to the claimant.

(1) In every case where the claimant did not appear on the
day of hearing, or at any continuation or adjournment of
the court or cause and the defendant appears, the court

may award the defendant such sum as the court shall think
just,

(2) The such sum awarded shall include an amount by way
of costs and may include a further amount by way of
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Vb

compensation for the defendant's trouble ap, d atten
and the sum so awarded shall be recoverable ﬁni:nm’

claimant in like manner as any debt or dﬂmage ordereq
be paid by the court can be recovered, to

Procedsre 4. (1) If on the day of hearing or at any Continuatiop, o,

i adjournment of the court or cause, the claimant appears
efendant fuils and the defendant does not appear or sufﬁcientl;-,r EXClsa
o appear his absence or neglects to answer when called in court, the

District Court Judge may, on due proof of service of the
summons or such hearing notice as may have been ordered
by the court and upon his being satisfied that the time
between the date of service and the date of hearing was
sufficient for the defendant to have appeared had he
wished so to do, proceed to the hearing and determination
of the cause on the part of the claimant only, and the
judgment thereon shall be as valid as if both parties had

appeared.

(2) When the District Court Judge is not so satisfied that the
defendant has had such reasonable time, the District Court
Judge shall adjourn the hearing to a convenient date and
order notice of hearing to be served on the defendant.

(3) When the District Court Judge has heard and
determined a cause or matter in the absence of the
defendant under the provisions of paragraph (1) of this
Rule and the defendant has filed 2 counterclaim, the
counterclaim shall, unless the court sees good reason to the
contrary, be struck out.

ORDER XXV. - JUDGMENTS

Givingand 1, (1) Atthe conclusion of the hearing of an action the Courl

E;:;E! shall either at the same or at subsequent sitting, not heiﬂﬁi
more than 21 (twenty-one) working days except for BoOOL
cause, deliverjudgment or makea final order in the action.
(2) If the parties to a proceeding in the District Court have
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reached an agreement about a matter in dispute in the
proc eedings, the F_uurt may, on application by the parties
makean order orjudgment on the terms of the dgreement J

(3) than order is made by consent, that fact should be stated
on the face of the order.

(1) Where the court reserves judgment, the parties shall be
served with notice to attend and hear judgment, unless the
court at the hearing penultimate to judgment has stated the
day on whichjudgment will be delivered.

(2) All parties are deemed to have notice of the judgment if
pronounced at the hearing,

(3) All parties served with notice to attend and hear
judgment are deemed to have had notice of the judgment
when pronounced.

(1) In considering whether or not to non-suit, the court has
to consider whether, in the case before it, merely non-
suiting the claimant would prejudice the defendant, and on
the other hand a dismissal of the suit would prejudice the
claimant, it appearing on the records of the case, taken as a
whole, that the claimant has not failed in fofo and the
defendant would not in any case be entitled to the
judgment of the court. The decision of the court may
consider the following guidelines -

(a) Non-suitis appropriate where there is no satisfactory
evidence enabling the court to give judgment to either
of the parties and prejudicing neither of them;

(b) Where the dismissal of the claim might work injustice
to the claimant and no injustice or hardship need
result to the defendant from non-suiting the claimant,
anorder for non-suit would be proper;
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©  An order of non-suit cannot be granteq +,
claimant has failed to prove or establish g, here the
forward in his plaint or pleadings; € Cage Pus
(d) It is proper to non-suit a claimant whose
failed on a mere technical ground and not h:aS’E hag
has not proved his case on the merit: “AUse hg

(€) Where the issues before the tria] court were
properly clarified and the real issye bﬁ'hveﬁzever
parties cannot be determined, the claimang shoulq
non-suited instead of the case been dismisse 4 be

(2) Where after the conclusion of hearing before o after
adjourning for judgment the District Coyg Judge
considers that the matter before it might be a Proper one in
which the claimant ought to be non-suited, he shall in
summary form state the basis for his so cnnsidering and
hear each party's opinion before making a decisign
whether or not to non-suit the claimant or give judgment
on the merit of the case.

(3) Where the District Court Judge has proceeded and
given judgment on the merit in the case when he could
have considered non-suiting the claimant, the Judgment
shall nevertheless be a valid judgment of the court.

Enforcement 4. (1) The provisions of the Sheriffs and Civil Process Actshall

E{I_Lu;iﬂ;;i apply tojudgments given by any court under the Act.

(2) The payment of any penalty imposed by a court under
the Act may be enforced upon the order of the District
Court Judge -

(a) in like manner as payment of any debt adjudged by
the court to be paid under the Act; or

(b) in like manner as payment of a sum adjudged to be
paid on summary conviction may be enforced.
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DRDER x}(VL- COSTS

) All the fees and costs of an action or proceeding in court,
including an arbitration, not otherwise herein provided
for, shall be at the discretion of the court and paid or ofcosts
ammrtinned between the parties in such manner as the
court may think fit, and in default of a special direction,
shall abide the event of such action or proceeding,

1.

(2) Execution may issue for the recovery of any such fees
and costs in like manner as for the amount of any judgment
obtained in the court.

(3) The court shall have power to refuse costs in whole or in
part to either party.

(4) Subject to Rule 1 (1) of this Order, when determining the
sum to be awarded as cost, the District Court Judge may
take into account:

(a) thesummons fees paid;

(b) theduration of the case;

(c) thenumberof withesses called by the party in victory;

(d) the vexations or frivolous nature of the action or
defence of the party who failed in the litigation;

(e) thereasonablecost of legal representation;

(f) the monetary value at the time of incurring the
€xpenses; and

(8) the value and purchasing power of the currency of
award at the time of the award;

b3
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3.

4.

Provided that the cost awarded shaj

1 2
sum claimed or awarded. fot be iy,

%53 “fu.,e

Where the court orders costs to be paid o
r

iven for costs by any party, the ¢co ey
Elrder all proceedings b}rarﬂt}; on I;.Ehl:]-tf :.lfa}t;:, 1f jt ty to EE
same suit or proceeding, or connecteq th: Party ;o fi,
stayed until the costs are paid or security giy, E:le“ﬂth, fnlt
but such order shall not supersede the Use actol‘djngl
lawful method of enforcing payment. of any Othe.

The provisions of the High Court Act and the ik
thereunder regulating the fees of legal practiti es
taxation and recovery of such fees and dispy, o
the payment out to them of money which hag b;;nts ang
into court, Lsha]l in so far as they are not incompatip, Paid
;he ﬂ};ﬂ'ﬂﬂs;;ns of this E:dder, apply mutatis mygqy, d;tth
e ac i o 4
Cgur Fr oner engaged in any proceedings in, 5 Distris

Madg
€rs, ﬂ'l-e

[]} An agreement made by a legal practitioner with hj
client for an inclusive fee for the conduct of a case in :
District Court shall, if the client is illiterate, be null and ygj .
unless - i

(a) it shall have been made in duplicate and the
pra::ﬁl:iuner and his client shall have signed and made
ﬂ"l'El.ll' m:?:rk, or sign or signature, respectively on both
copies in one and the same transaction and in the
presence of a witness, other than an employee or
casual employee of the practitioner who understood
the_ language and script in which the agreement was
written and explained its terms to the client and was
present at the transaction of the signing and marking
thf:]renf and set his signature also to the agreement;
an
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one of the copies so signed shall also have been

® ~ to the client in the presence of the same witness
3::::25 part of the same single transaction of signing
a

and marking them.

unless

Af proof that the requirements of this Rule
(2) ﬂ;eﬂ::zn:pl?ed with shall be on the legal practitioner
Ve

seeking roenforce any such agreement.

urpose of this Rule, the word illiterate includes
b ﬂ.iin may be able to read but may nevertheless not

: to understand the purportof the agreement, and the

hﬁ:: ],:f proof that a person is not illiterate in this sense shall
0

beupon the legal practitioner.

legal practitioner has conducted a case under an
Eg};il:nfnat fngr anprirmlusive fee or has c-::rnduct'ed a case not
underan inclusive charge but has presented his bill and th.e
fee or bill has been paid in full, and costs E’lWB.]:dEd to his
client by the court are subsequently paid Fu the
itioner, the practitioner shall refund to the client an

amountequal to the costs received.

(2) If the fee or bill has not been paid in full but the receipt of
the costs awarded causes an excess, an amount equal to the

excess shall be refunded to the client.

(3) When no excess is caused, the amount of costs received
shall be deducted in computing the balance due from his
client under the agreement or on the bill.

In a suit brought by legal practitioner to recover from his
client any sum of money due under an inclusive agreement
tor conducting a proceeding in a District Court, the court
may reduce the amount claimed if it thinks the same or any
partthereof to be harsh and unreasonable, but before doing
50 shall have regard to the degree of skill, labour and

Scanned with CamScan

Downloaded for free from www.SabilLay

T al &s
O IR
L

=

Duty of legal
practitioners
in relation to
costs

Suits by legal
,::mch:!ium‘rs
to recover fees

ner



.r.;rfrfmwrﬁ
tp be offioers
of the oot

Applications
Jor leave to

Notice of
Appeal

responsibility involved and to the
the legal practitioner.

pr&fﬂﬂﬁ
Of

Every legal practitioner while retaineg for
Court shall be an officer of the court and w?-b:aﬂﬂ i N

a matter other than a proceedin g in iy rehir-gdb'“
subsequently develops into a proceeding in Courg, “’h‘fm
deemed to have been an officer of the s frmurt’ Eha"mh
his original retainer. Om the dﬂtel::

ORDERXXVIL - APPEALSTO THEHIGH COURT

'8

(1) An application for leave to appea] under th
provisions of the Act shall be made to the Eppﬂ:f Vi
the judicial division in which is situated, the .- C"in
District Court Judge whose decision is cnmplajnzﬁfuf

an

(2) The application shall state the reference number of
civil proceedings in which the decision complained .;,Df =
given, the names of the parties, the date of the decisi e
short summary of the decision, and the grounds of ap ﬂ; y
(3) Leave to appeal shall only be granted after thep?@
determination of the suit.

(4) The application shall state an address within the judicial
division to which notices may be sent for the applicant, and
such notice may be sent to him by registered post. :

(1) An appeal against any decision of a District Court shall
be brought by notice of appeal, which may be given either

(a) by j[-‘l-"Tl'ﬂ‘En notice lodged in the court below within 30
(thirty) days of the decision; or

() orally in court at the time when the decision is
announced and in the presence of the other party orof
the legal practitioner representing him; provided that
when notice of appeal is given orally the appellant
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ghall within 30 (thirty) days of the decision

: also lod
4 written notice of appeal, ge

(2) A written notice of appeal shall be accompanied by a
certified copy of the decision and shall state -

(a) the reference number of the proceedings in which the
decision was given;

(b) thenames of the parties;

(c) thedate of the decision;

(d) thegroundsofappealin full;

(¢) theappellant'saddress forservice.

(3) At the time of giving written notice of appeal the
appe]lant shall pay all such fees, il'll['_‘llldi]"lg fees for service
on the respondent, as are payable in accordance with these
Rules.

(4) The registrar shall cause a copy of the written notice of
appeal to be served on the respondent.

(1) The appellant shall, within 6 (six) weeks of the decision
appealed, apply to the registrar of the court below for as
many typewritten copies of the proceedings required for
the consideration of his appeal as there are respondents
thereto, together with two copies for the appeal court, and,
except where the fees for preparing such copies are
remitted, a deposit of a sum decided upon by the registrar
as likely to cover such fees shall be made at the time of
ordering the copies and thereafter the copies shall be
prepared by the registrar.

(2) The registrar of the court below shall within a week of

Appellant to
supply copies
af record o
respondenits
and Appeal
Court
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menlﬂade%mpﬁﬁ EF %q.ﬁt}ﬂ';m,?;‘;ﬂ;ﬁ;%

oo

Time and
place of

5.

1y When notifying a respondent of the day g, .,
bearing of the appeal. the registrar of the appeg] oo e
cend hima copy of the proceedings. hai
the application of the appellant, the ,
S‘Lf:.hrgem of the times prescribed in t}m
such terms, if any, as may bejust. i

The application shall be made h?muﬁnnmmm

court sees fit to dispense with such affidavit.

(3) Where the time available to the appellant fnrthghkhg
of a step has expired before the step has been taken of
completed, the appeal court may on its own motion or on
motion by the respondent on notice to the appellant strike

out the appeal.

The appeal shall come on for hearing at such time and at
such place as the registrar of the appeal court shall notify to

the parties.
The fees prescribed in these Rules shall be payable in
relation toappeals but -

(3} no fees shall be payable by a Government officer
acting in his own official capacity;

(b} the District Court Judge or appeal court may waive o
remit such fees on the ground of poverty where i
appears that the grounds of a ppeal are substantial



(1) On application being made for stay of execution under Stay of
the relevant provisions of the District Courts Act, the court #¥¢cution
pelow or the appeal court may impose one or more of the
following conditions -

(a) that the appellant shall deposits a sum fixed by the
court not exceeding the amount of the money or the
value of the property affected by the decision or
judgment appealed from or give security to the
court's satisfaction for the said sum;

(b) that the appellant shall deposit a sum equal to the
amount of the costs allowed against him or give
security to the court's satisfaction for the said sum;

(c) that the appellant shall, where the decision or
judgment appealed from relates to properties, give
security to the court's satisfaction for the performance
of the decision or judgment in the event of the appeal
being dismissed;

(d) that the appellant's property shall be seized or
attached pending the making of a deposit or the
giving of security as aforesaid, including a deposit or
security for the expenses incidental to the seizure and
attachment;

(e) that, where the judgment appealed relates to
continuing obligations, the appellant shall pay the
sum into the court each time the obligation crystalizes
till the appeal is determined; or

(f) that the appellant's property shall be seized, attached

and sold and the net proceeds deposited in court
pending the determination of the appeal.

(2) An order made on an application shall limit the time

69
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(not being more than 30 (thirty) days) for the

of the conditions imposed and direct th; ting l;“"f“r'fmnc?
performance within the time so lim; “laul 0f 1,
issue or proceed. tion May
(3) An application for stay of execution under ¢},
provisions of the District Courts Act may be m '-:-'jreIﬂ
time after lodgement of the notice of ap peal and : h E] " am
first instance be made to the court below, F‘l"ﬂ:vi ; 1Elln the
wher:e E:.-s:ecuﬁﬂn has been ordered by the High Cmi that
application shall not be made to the court below butrt’ e
High Court. to the

Vant

(4) T_he application may be ex parte but the court may di
nohice thereof to be given to the other party to the}; r:::
and where an order is made ey parte the fegishar cipth
court shall notify the other party of the order made :

(5) %ere theapplicant proposes to give security instead of
making a deposit, the application shall state the nature of
the security and the name of the surety proposed, if any.
(6) A party dissatisfied with an order made by the court
!JE]GW may apply to the appeal court by motion (original or
;r;e;ncuta?r as the.case may require) with notice to the
3 I'I:art}r or areview of the order, and the appeal court
ay thereupon make such order as it may consider fit and

just.
Where
appellant fuls 8. (1)Ifon the day of the hearing or at an adjournment of the
oatics appeal the appellant does not appear, the appeal shall be

struck out and the decision shall be affirmed unless the

appeallcuurt thinks fit for sufficient cause to order
otherwise,

_EE:EI If in any such case the respondent appears, the
Judgment shall be with costs of the appeal against the
appEHant UHIEES thE- HPPEEI court Exp]'ESSI}-’ ﬂ]‘dﬂrﬁ

70
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_ - but if the respondent does not appear, the costs
Sithe apP eal shali be in the discretion of the court,

if on the day of hearing and at every adjournment of the
Wi the appellant appears, the appeal court shall,
«hether the respondent appears or not, proceed to the
wearing ot further hearing and the determination of the

and shall give judgment according to the merits of
the appeal without regarding any imperfection or defect of
form, provided that if it appears or is proved to the court
shat the appellant has not complied with the requirements
precedent to the hearing of an appeal hereinafter
contained, the court shall dismiss the appeal and affirm the
decision with or without costs of appeal against the

appe]kmt.

On the hearing, it shall not be competent for the appellant
to go into any other reasons for appeal than those set outin
his notice of grounds of appeal; but where in the opinion of
the appeal court other grounds of appeal than those set out
in the memorandum of grounds of appeal should have
been given, or the statement of grounds of appeal is
defective, the court in its discretion may allow such
amendment of the memorandum of grounds of appeal
upon such conditions as to service upon the respondent
and as to costs as it may think fit and just.

(1} An appellant may serve written notice upon the
registrar of the court below that he wishes to abandon his
appeal and thereupon the provisions of Rule 9 of this Order
shall apply as if the appeal court had affirmed the decision
of the District Court Judge.

{23 'ﬁ"l registrar of the court below shall give notice to the
"egistrar of the appeal court and to the respondent of the
m‘“ﬂﬁ'ﬂEMIMappﬂal.

Where

appellant
appedrs

Appeal
lirmited to
grounds groen
in notice

Abandonment

of appeal
before entered

al apipeal
court
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12.

14.

(1) When a case is decided on 5 ]
certify its judgment or order ]Z;ﬂ]:ietah:: 4Ppea
decisionappealed against was Pfﬂﬂﬂunc:;t by wh,

(2) The court to which the appeal
judgment or order shall thereupon mak:::lur[: ifies |,
conformable to the judgment or order iy ;
and, if necessary, the record ghajj
accordance therewith.

as
ﬂfl::'lﬂ aPPEal mauLE
dmendgq in

An order made by the appeal court mg
be
the appeal court or by the court below };3 meam by
expedient. Y be mogt

(1) The appeal court may in special circumstances
application on notice by motion (original or intErlﬂcul:Eﬂﬂ
as the case may require) supported by affidavit, order t}?g
appellant to deposit such sum or give such security as ma
seem fit for the respondent's costs of appeal including f_l‘!_{
costs incidental to the application.

(2) The order shall limit the time (not exceedin thirty

D : 230 (
d:a}rs} within which the deposit or security shall be made 4.':-1:1
given ﬂnﬁ may direct that in default of its being made or
given within the time to limited, the appeal shall without
further order stand dismissed.

(3) Where an appeal so stands dismissed -

(2) therespondent shall be entitled to all reasonable costs
occasioned by the appeal and the amount of such
costs may be stated in the order in anticipation or may
be assessed at any time by the appeal court on its oWn
motion or on application made ex parte or on notice, a5
the court may seem fit:

(b) the appellant shall take no further step or proceeding



{herein Save by leave of tl}r-: appeal court for
reinstatement of the appeal, wh:ch_ may be granted on
such terms, if any, as may seem lflt upon application
by motion on notice given within a month of such
dismissal, butnototherwise.

xXVIIL -CASESTATED

ORDER
: isi f the
Where a case is stated under the provisions o B of sk
1. g}strict Courts Act, the statement shall be headed with the  g54g

reference number and the names of the parties to the

ings before the District Court Judge, and be
divided into paragraphs setting out the circumstances in
which the question of law reserved by him arises; and.the
question of law shall be separately stated in the final
paragraph of the case stated.

(2) The statement of the case shall give the addresses of the
parties concerned.

2. (1) The statement of the case shall be sent to the f..",'hifz-f Smtemin; ;{: r
Registrar of the High Court in the judicial chwgmn within T{:Ffef
which the District Court is situated and the Registrar of the  p ="

High Court shall, if so directed, send notices to the parties . Hion

of the date on which the Judge will hear argument on the Court

Case,

(2) The such notices may be sent by registered post and
shall be accompanied by a copy of the case stated.

ORDER XXIX. - RECORDING OF PROCEEDINGS AND USE
OFFORMS

(1) The registrar shall enter into a book to be kept for this ;60 Book

Purpose in his office and called the Cause Book particulars

of all proceedings heard and determined by the District
CourtJudge,

73
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-

(2) The particulars shall include

the
the date of filing the plaint, the p am?;‘;‘tbe

name of the defendant, the substance
of the judgment, a minute of the judgm

District CourtJudge a djudicaﬁng and ﬂ::t;ilﬂ Namg Of th,
S,

I of ¢
h‘E Qiaihe P]ﬂ

i} s
g

At the hearing or continuatjon of proceed:

ce
court Judge shall take noteg ; proceedings, the Disty,
where practicable -

(b) of IEg:Ell_ submissiong made, together with
authorities quoted in Support of the same rand o

(c) of the Purport of all oral evide :
sl ldence given before the

(d) the decision or judgment rendered in the cause or
matter,

and the notes shall be signed by the District Court Judge at
the conclusion of each day's proceedings,

All books and records kept for the purpose of the Act or of
these Rules shafj remain in the custody of the court, but
may be removed by leave of the court

Suﬁﬂft to the exXpress Provisions, if any, of these Rules, the
fﬂn'r:us contained in these Rules, mav,-in accordance with
any Instructions contained in the said forms, and withsuch
“-’ﬂrlﬂrhﬂn as the circumstances of the particular case may
pre, be used in the cases to which they apply, and.
when so used, shal] pe good and sufficient in law.
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LXX, - FEES OF COURT AND ALLOWA
ORDER WITNESSES NCES TO

) gubject to and without prejudice to the provisions of the
i. District Courts Act and of these Rules, the fees prescribed
in the Schedule to these Rules shall be taken in respect of

the Pmceedirlgﬁ to which they relate, and such fees may be

recovered as costs of cause if the court so orders.

Fees of court

7) When an Area Court or Customary Court's case comes
to a District Court on transfer the same fees shall be
charged for services or proceedings in the latter court as are
pa}rable under these or any other Rules in a case begun
therein; and without prejudice to the fees aforesaid there
shall also be charged the following-

(a) wherethe transfer is ordered ona party's application, Fees of court
an initial fee (to be paid by him) equivalent to the fee
which would have been charged for the summons if
the case had been begun in the District Court;

(b) in appeals, the special fees set out in the Schedule to
these Rules.

2. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Act or these pecirict Court
Rules, a District Court Judge may, in a proceeding in which  Judge may
good cause appears to him for so doing, either remit a fee suspend
payable therein or suspend payment of a fee until the F‘,f?:‘f”“‘”“’f
conclusion of the proceeding, in which case, he may then /™
direct the fees to be paid as costs by a party to the
proceeding against whom he has power to order costs.

3. Persons required to attend court or be examined as  Allowances fo
witnesses may, where the court so orders, be allowed witnesses

expenses and compensation for loss of time al the rates that
may be determined by the District Court Judge.

79
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Registrar o 4.

gccotin! fo the
Chief Registrar

Audit of 5.

registrar's
accound

Registrar fo 6.

enter all
HOneYs in
Cash Books

76

The Chief Registrar shall maintain an intere
account for the purpose of monies receiyegd in st
to the provisions of these Rules.

Yieldj,

aCCoryg Elru;E

All applications for remittance of monies tq the b
in accordance with the order of a court shall be
Chief Registrar within 7 (seven) days of the rec
application.

Eﬁeﬁtiar},
Paid by g,
eipt of Such

All fees payable in respect of civil proceedin g5 tnde
Act, and all penalties, forfeitures and fines imposed u:'ad

the Act, if not by the Act directed to be otherwise e Zr
shall be paid to the registrar, a condition SufﬁEiEnil ’
satisfied if paid into a bank account designated for th;:
purpose and proof of payment submitted to the registray
and accounted for by him to the Chief Registrar. ;

The registrar of every court shall, from time to time as often
as he shall be required so to do by the Chief Registrar,
account in full to the said Chief Registrar for all moneys
which have been received by him under these Rules and
shall produce for examination all books and papers which
the Chief Registrar shall consider necessary for the
elucidation of such accounts and the proper checking
thereof.

All accounts kept by a registrar shall be audited at such
time and in such manner as the Chief Registrar may direct.

(1) All moneys coming into the hands of the registrar of
every court in the course of the business of the court shall be
entered into a book to be kept for that purpose, to be -:all;d
the Cash Book, which shall record the number of the me_“
in respect of which each sum is paid, together with the folic
of such plaint in the Cause Book.
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horein shall show whether the payment is
o E”’:jfﬂ;mmm defendant, and wmmﬁ foes on
#ﬂ'k 'W ppaart OfF couts, as the case may be and a receipt
(RO e payer and notice of the paymenit given to the
ﬂwﬁ; PRI
eV coming into the hands of the registrar of ev

Al the murn: of the business of the court shatleg
ited and paid out in accordance with the

_ MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

1) A duplicate or true copy of every document used in
' .on with any cause or matter shall be filed in the
appropriate file of proceedings and a note showing on
whose behalf it is filed shall be endorsed thereon by the
person seeking to have the same filed, or where the said
person is illiterate, by the registrar; but no document shall
be filed unless it bears the reference number of the

proceedings and the names of the parties.

(2) The registrar <hall note on the document filed the date of

filing.

(1) if aclaimant desires to discontinue wholly or in part any
proceedings against all or any of the parties, he shall notify
the court orally or on notice to every party against whom he
desires to discontinue.

{2) Where a notice of discontinuance has been given, the
Court shall on the return day assess the costs incurred by
the defendant before the receipt of the notice, or, if the
proceedings are not wholly discontinued, the costs
mewrred before the receipt of the notice mn relation to the
part discontinued.
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3.

(3) If such costs are not paid w

ithi :
defendant shall be entitled o N3 (g

ve}
: apply f,
warrant in respect of the unpaid coggs Y for 4

d&}r
5
|

n EREE‘[‘] }‘IQ

,prnvidedthat fon

(a) if the proceedings are not Whollv
against the defendant, execy
before the proceedings are djs
leave of the Court; and

i5 .
On sha] Mg

not
posed of, EH::EFI,?S]:JE
¥

(b) discontinuance under this Order :
defence to any subsequent Proceedings
subsequent proceedings are brought for g hﬂ;tantj |
the same cause of action before the Payment GFE
costs mentioned, the court may stay the Proceedin
until the costs have been paid. 4

a
but

Persons appointed as interpreters to the court shjj be
sworn on first appointment and need not be SWOTn at each
trial thereafter.

Wherever the District Court has given judgment in favour
of a party requiring another party to pay a sum of money, it
may further order that an interest not less than 10% per
annum shall be payable on the judgment sum, or so much
of itthat shall be outstanding, until the full judgment sumis
liquidated.

Where a matter arises in res pect of which inadequate or no
provisions have been made in these Rules, the court shall
adopt the provisions of the High Court Civil Procedure
Rules or in the absence of any applicable procedure under
the High Court Civil Procedure Rules, the court shall adopt
such procedure as it deems fit to do substantial justice
between the parties concerned.
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. in peglnning or in purporting to begin any  Effect of non-

b ang

p w“iiilﬁﬂ thore has by Feason of anything done or left  «ompliance

o pﬁ!‘-‘*““" heeh 8 {allure to comply with the réquirements of with these
andone: Rules

Rules nwfﬁlhlr'uﬁl'u'il-lml]li[}r[lw proceedings.
phene REEEE

e At any alage 10 the course of or in connection

y I _ ;
) I 1’:‘:‘? |m113't'l-‘d|”}-'§“ there has by reason of anything done
witll! heen a failure to comply with the

Jett undone ‘
ments as (0 HMe place, manner or form, the failure

1l be freated ag an irregularity and may not nullify such
-‘TE:? aken in the proceedings. The District Court Judge
-:'NEI give any direction as he deems fit to regularise such

Eh‘}ﬁ-

pr
poquire

- (1) Wherea legal practitioner signs on I::u:-ha]i_r of aclaimant  .gp
/. {he particulars required for the entry of a claim or signs on  representation
pehalf of the defendant a memorandum of acceptance of
service of a summons, or a defence, counterclaim or
admission, the legal practitioner shall be considered the
legal practitiuner for the claimant or the defendant as the
is finally concluded or notice of

case may be until the action
change of legal practitioner is given in accordance with this

Rule.

(2) Where a party for whom a legal practitioner has acted
Jesires to change his legal practitioner, he or the new legal
practitioner shall give not less than forty-eight hours
notice to the Court and to every other party of the
appointment of the new legal practitioner with the new
legal practitioner's address for service.

(3) Where a party for whom a legal practitioner has acted
desires to act in person, he shall give notice to the court
stating his intention to act in person and giving an address
for service.

(4) Where a legal practitioner who is acting for a party
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Inspection

wiriter to-the District, Court Judge i

desires L0 withdlaw UEIOTE Ine action jg cong]
Udey
+h

: @
permission 1o withdraw and shajj give rchﬂmher;"'au
applicatinn and the court may, if it dEEm;;i% fo ;‘?‘r
.. i , 1 i O Ig
such permission Per, Bran,
(5) Any Rule which requires as many COpies of
as there are claimants or defendants to b, fileq Meny,
deli'-"EIEd,- sent or given, shall be Eu-ﬂ:iﬁEnﬂ ' Sﬁn'ﬂ'd,
with, as regards two or more claimants or d:fmpli.ad
repI'EEEI'ltEd by the same legal Practitioner, if one dal'lts
the document is filed, served, delivered, sep . . PY of

4 t OF ojun .
respect of the claimants or defendants so rePrEﬂEntegrm in

(1) The District Court Judge may inspect any mova
immovable property or thing or place concerning wlfi;
any question for determination may arise in ap
proceedings. y
(2) The cost of any inspection under this Rule shall be boppe
in the first instance by the party on whose application the
inspection is made or ordered, or if made or ordereg
without an application, by the claimant, or apportioned
between the parties, and shall be costs in the proceedings
unless the District Court Judge otherwise orders.

(3) When making the order that the court shall undertake
an inspection, it shall also determine whether pm:eedmgs
will be conducted during the visit as if the court were in
session or it will merely conduct a view and continue
proceedings in the usual court place and in the fnrm_er case
sufficient notice shall be served on all those required ©
testify during the visit.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
Division into Districts
' "l-'r_-rritnr:..r Covered
Wuse Zones
Aleyita, CGaladimawa, Durumi, Dutse Baba,
Wuruy, Burun, Sharite, Ketti

‘Garkiland2, Apo
“Wuse Zone 6, Wuse 1, Maitama, Asokoro,
. Central Business District, Guzape, Kurunduma
| Village, Kabin Madaki Village
Life-Camp, Gwarinpa, Kado, Jahi, Utako, a
Mabushi, Wuye, Jabi__
Lugbe, Piwoyi, Zhidu,
Toge Village,
Sarki, Iddo Mazhi, Trademore, Nuwalege,
Airport__ .
Jiwa, Bassan Jiwa, Gwagwa, Idu, Karmao,
Sabo, Karmo Ungwar Koro,
Madaki, Tasha Village, Karsana, Kagini, Saburi,
Zauda, Bagusa Village, Lingwa Maiyalki

Tu r;gEn Wakili Village,

1,2, 3, 4,5 and 7, Kabusa, Pyakasa,

Sauka Village, Gbessa, Gosa, Iddo

armo
Karmo Tsoho, Tunga

—

Karu Site,
Ungwa Gade,
| Ungwa
Karshi,
Kpegyi,
Lekka, Kusaki,

N}rén}ra, Jikwoyl,
Ungwa Pashe, Ungwa Hausawa,

Orozo, Ungwa Sarki, Gidan Mangoro,
Chori Bisa, Azhata, Kuorudu, Guguggt,
Kafanty
| Bwari, Kogo, Baran Coni, Zuma Village, Caba,
Zango, Kuduru, Izu, Panunuke, Share Koro,
Galuwyi, Sunpe, Durumi Village, Piko, Jigo,
Karakao, Kaudashi, Padan Gwari, Tunga Bimiji
Mpape, Katampe, Shishipe Village
Zhiko Village, Bazango.
Kukwaba, Maitama, Daidai, Dakwa, lja Biza
village, Kuchibuyi Vvillage, Paspa Village,
Chikakore Village, Kugaboku Village _
"Butse-Alhaji, Dawaki, Ushafa, Lower Lsman
Dam, Peyi
The whole area cove
Council apart from Zuba, Tunga Maje, Ungwa
Kasa, Cheze ko, Anagada, Yelwan Zuba B
Zuba, Tunga Maje, Ungwa Kasa, Chezeko,
Anagada, Yelwan Zuba
| The whole area covered by the Abaji Area
| Council
The whole area covered

e

| Kubwa, Bya whinm,

by the Kwali Are;i
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CIVIL FORM 2
- CAUSE BOOK OF DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
= Record book of Causes Coram ............ imthe........ District from the.... day of ....20.... to the
ﬁ ................. B E T R 20.
ﬁ Serial | Cause | Mame | Name MNature _ﬂ.mH of ﬁ.nmﬂm.mw.?ﬂuﬂ I Dateof .I._..Emnﬂﬁmdm | Other
t number | registration _ and and and filingin |takenof File | Disposal of _ Disposal of Notes
number | address |address | substance | Central Cause cause |
of of of Cause | Registry |
| claimant | defendant _
el _
| |




CIVIL FORM 4
(Plaint for claims intended for the issue of default summons)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITQR,

HOLDEN IN THE ... .0 ve0or .. DISTRICT
BETWEEN: (Cause registration number)
(State ::I::rmant's nddress here}
AND
wnssaa DEFENDANT

XYZ...
(State deﬁndﬂnt saddrfss kere]

At the suit of the claimant, this plaint is taking out with the fulluwmg

monetary claim(s):
b e R e e (sum claimed in words and figures)
2. ...(costs claimed, if any)

(interest claimed, if any)

i i b o e B AT R N

The addresses for service, phone numbers and email addresses of the parties
are:

Claimant.....orerenmsseas

e ) N WM S A P

This plaint was taken out by XYZ (the claimant/ his counsel as the case may be)

Dated this.......... dagokc. s w2l
... (Signed)

coo0s (HAME)
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CIVIL FORM 5

} for clatms concerning recovery of possession of premises or for claims for
{ grrears of any other claim with reference to the possession of an immovable

. property)

;N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

mtpﬁNINTHE ... DISTRICT
RETWEEN: {Cause registration number)
{swrhlmmﬂ snddress hzrf] s

[sutqu%ndnﬂt ﬁuddress hfre]

At the suit of the claimant, this plaint is taking out with respect
e s A R AR AR . (give description and address or location of

property) with annual rental value of....
(state annual value of property at the time re!emnt m ﬁu:t in iss ue]
The relief(s) sought by the claimant is/ are:

The addresses for service, phone numbers and email addresses of the parties
are;

Defendant ..
This plaint was taken out by XYZ (the claimant /his counsel as the case may be)

oo eus(RAME)
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CIVIL FORM 8
(Ordinary Civil Summons)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITQ
Ry

R RN I THIR . it bbbt dmmsosshsasntsnamsin DISTRICT
BETWEEN: (Causeregistration number)
AND MANT

Summons for service on Mr/Mrs ...

cevnenesereaname and address ﬂfdfﬁﬂdam];““'”'"' st

At the suit of the claimant, you are hereby summoned to appear before the

ESEEICE COMTE ..vivscnsiomasiarvenns (sufficiently describe the very court e.g. by
number) holding at ..................... (state location of court) at 9 o'clock on the
...... dayof ................. 2021 to answer to the claims endorsed on the plaint
accompanying this summons.

Dated this.......... davol. ... 7.1 F

.............................................. (name, signature and stamyp)
e nrwrsnrnnsns \NERISITAT)

1.  Accompanying this summons are a copy of the plaint, a praecipe of
evidence and a form for registering memorandum of appearance

2. You are to complete and submit to the registrar the Memorandum of
appearance form in Form 10 upon paying the requisite fees.

3. If you intend to contest the claimant's claim as endorsed on the plaint,
you are to file a reply praecipe of evidence along with the memorandum
of appearance. Subject to the court granting a waiver, you will be heard
in defence only if you have a reply praecipe of evidence filed.
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CIVIL FORM 9
(Default suntimons)

[N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

BRI TR e e s Trimames . DISTRICT
BETWEEN: (Cause registration number)
AND

eammons for service on Mr/Mrs.........cconmmmeims im0
....................... (name and address of defendant).

At the suit of the claimant, you are hereby summoned to appear before the
District Court ...ciiioniieniniion (sufficiently describe the very court e.g. by
number) holding at .................. (state location of court) at 9 o'clock on the
............ day of ..ccoeceiceiaiiniiaaninnansienneeoo. 2021 to answer to the claims
for the SUM OF N.nonneoeeeeeeeeeeaesesseeaeeaenanns (state sum in words and figures) and

further endorsed on the plaint accompanying this summons, affirming that
you have no defence to the claim.

Dated this.......... dayof.......ccceeneenn2lnuiicnse
.............................................. (name, signature and stamp)
s ik srianknen B ISLTTT)

Further Note:

1. Accompanying this summons is a copy of the plaint, the verifying
affidavit and a form for registering memorandum of appearance.

2. You are to complete and submit to the registrar the Memorandum of
appearance form in Form 10 upon paying the requisite fees.

3.  If you intend to contest the claimant's claim as endorsed on the plaint,
you are to file a notice of intention to defend in Form 14 within 16
(sixteen) days of the service of this summons along with an affidavit
disclosing a legal defence or defence on the merit.

91
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CIVIL FORM 10
(Memorandum of Appearance)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITA[, TERRyT
Ry

FORRIEDEING TEIH (L. ity asts b bandort s pmmemomens s E'ISTRI(‘;T
BETWEEN: (Cause registration number)
AND N

MEMORANDUM OF APPEARANCE
(Order III Rules I and II, Order IV Rule III and VII)

Tothe registrar,

Mr/Mrs... RN O .. (name and address
ﬂf defendun t] summuned to appear b-:-:-fnre thE District Court
& -« (sufficiently describe the very court e.g. by number) holding at
(s.&zte Inmfmn of court) hereby confirm receipt of the summons and of

l"llb appearance in the said court.

The address for service, phone numbers and email address of the defendant
B e i ey

This appearance was entered by XYZ (the claimant/his counsel as the case
may be).

w0 TR SO F L | e NS | A
... (signature)

eeo. (RAME)
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CIVIL FORM 10A
{Memorandum of Appearance endorsed with a waiver of praecipe of evidence)

N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

HOLDEN IN THE . . DISTRICT
RETWEEN: (Cause I‘Eglstrahc-n numher}
Bk Pvtatnsioaabntrrstiadmisses citns v Sab AT

AND
v s bt pecrsivin TOER IR ITT

MEMORANDUM OF APPEARANCE
(Order 111 Rules I and T1(3), Order IV Rule Il and VII)

Tothe registrar,

MR s R i e i (IR MINE REGTESS

of defendant) summoned to appear before the District Court

......................... (sufficiently describe the very court e.g. by number) holding at
... (state location of court) hereby confirm receipt of the summons and of

his appearance in the said court.

The address for service, phone numbers and email address of the defendant

This appearance was entered by XYZ (the claimant/his counsel as the case
may be).

The claimant seeks a waiver the praecipe of evidence due to.......

s P ... (state grounds for seeking watver).
Dated this.......... " IS . | e

.. (Stgnature)

.. (name)
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITOR
Y

CIVIL FORM 11
(Certificate of Service)

HOLDEN IN THE .. .. DISTRICT
BETWEEN: [Cause reglstrahnn number]

AND

VL e s e DEFENDANT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
(Order IV Rules III (6), Order VI Rule I)

B T P R e e s (state name and desi gnation)
AR TSR S S (sufficiently describe the very court e.g. by number)
QI EIE s . B i s o JDZ L -served
Ok, oaaisresussanannsonisntnssomsmssmonmainerissnsiisssoneniannsnsnssnsens onsee \TURINE Of person served) of
... (address of person served) a copy of
................................................ (describe process served).
Thathe/shewasserved at ..........coveuiiiiinniiineciiimanesnss o0 (Shte the time
DEEEITHERL B st s ivvsnssavsmsa s ko bebdah s e e sk sa v s (describe place
AL e o R e o S R A (describe mode of: Service).

Dated this.......... AV OEiliiaiioinia: #.§ KR
. (Signature)

.............................................. (name)
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CIVIL FORM 12
(Affidavit of Service)
N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

HEOLDENINTHE . i DISTYRICT
BETWEEN: (Cause registration number)

AND

N S S R S R M E S

Bt e S
weserrr.. DEFENDANT

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
(Order IV Rules III (6), Order VI Rule I)

.....................................

I e e R B P S (paragraphs must state the date,
time and place of service, the person served and mode of service and any other

relevant information).
(Conclude affidavit in the usual form).

CIVIL FORM 13
(Certificate of Attempted Service)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

HOLDEMINTHE . oiimmsmissmmaaisimess DISTIIC S
BETWEEN: (Cause registraﬁnn number)

AND

95
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTEMPTED SERVICE
Ordor IV Rutle IV)

(IR Y TRA Y T T S G R B Ot s e {m‘ﬂfﬂmm
o desigmationd OF L e (SufficientTy descrip, the
et ol £ 55 i) ORI ey o, ,.rda:;.— of

N3N, (if attempl ceere various, state the various dates and Hiitesy |

v (name of person served) of
vt emasenenrsmsassasasess « - (AEATESS OF person served) a copy of
viseeanenes oo dESCTIBE Process served) without

FOOCPSS DOCAUSE . ..o ioneinenennnnennena.. (SHREE COUSE),
LRI .......davok .........ceoveneini ).

ST Rl e S LR v G, S e (signature)
o b ol e b sra E# l--lilrla.1'rfrl-ll1||--rlr-l'rlIrmmf}

CIVIL FORM 14
(Notice of intention to defend default summons)

N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

BN EN B THE it DISTRICT
BETWEEN: (Cause registration number)

N W P S N P B S A S e e ST DEFENDANT
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DEFEND
(Order V Rules I1, 111, and 1V)

T the registrar,
M/ MIPB.«ocian i O - laiiiains virk Dast s b iy aa o (nare  and
adidress of defendant) summﬂned to answer the summons of the claimant,

nereby give notice of intention to defend the claim as verified by the
accompanying affidavit.
This notice was given by XYZ (the claimant/ his counsel as the case may be).

Dated this.........dayof ....cooviveriend0annnnin
... (signature)

... (name)

CIVIL FORM 15
(Notice of hearing)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

HOLDEN IN THE .. .. DISTRICT
BETWEEN: {Cause reglstrahun nmnber]

AI\ID

NOTICE OF HEARING
(Order VI Rule I11)
TOME/MIS.....coeoeiineceeenseenseOf oiiiiinreisennnenennnnon.. (RAME and address of

defendant)

TAKE NOTICE that the hearing of this action (or matter or motion or
Judgment summons etc.) has been ad]cbumed until the .......... day of......cvucssun
2021 at the hour of ... , the business of the day being for
................................... (smte wherher for hearing claimani or defendant's case

or fm cross-examination of a particular witness etc.).

DATED this.........c0.... da}r |y T P | JREES

i M B R (5:grmture nante and '-r.tﬂmp}
... (Registrar)

m Bezaleel
Chambers .:

m" International

wiiwe D LAl @ic hamirdri £om
Legal Poadtaunurs | Wetaiws Pubing | Artuirabory |
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CIVIL FORM 16
(Undertaking by Next friend)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TRy i
Y
T RS - SR R R RSATE l DISTRICT

1, the l.,]I‘tl.'iE't‘Slgl‘t-E'iﬂ.i1 of ‘bﬁqng the Next

friend (or committee) of ............ccoviiiiiiinan AN » who is an infant (or
person of unsound mind) and who is desirous of commencing an action iy, ﬂ_ﬂa
CONE RPUPORE: ... ..cceiiraisinsiranraisvns v “n-~-~--h&r@h§

undertake to be responsible for the costs of the said prn-ceeding; in the man
following, namely, if the said ........................... fail to pay to the sajg

................................... when and in such manner as the court shall order
all such costs of the proceedings as the court shall direct him to pay to the sajg
.............................. I will forthwith pay the same to the registrar of the
court.

DATED this............... BAN OF .oiccbisivinidisians e )

S e s e (signature)

vrasseansss (MANNE)

CIVIL FORM 17
(Notice of appeintment of Guardian)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
HOLDENINTHE ... . ciannunnimnane DISTRICT

FOF O BRI LR T e L D g of
tssirenssnsesssaaennnneesaee o N2S been appointed to act as guardian ad litem of the
defendant .....................................e, a0 infant (or a person of unsound
mind not so found by inquisition).
DATED this............... ARV DL i N |

corssnasannness. (ReEQISEPAY)
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CIVIL FORM 18

(Summons to Witnesses)
{N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

HOEDEN IN THE ..o consiniaimsinssmisspivsisinasaniiss DISTRICT

BETWEEN: (Cause registration number)
B A s v i R ATRE NS
AND

SUMMONS TO WITNESSES
(Order XXI rule 2)

AR TN e it e p s P e e et
YORLARE summoned 10 athemied Bl o emomumsssssmssssrnimssssmsssussentsssmsnumaenres on the

.................................

is tried, to give evidence in the above action or matter.
IN DEFAULT of your attendance, you will be liable to forfeit
= R A ER R R e (state amount) if there was paid or tendered

to you at the time of the service of this summons your reasonable expenses of
traveling to and from the court, together with a sum as compensation for loss

of time according to the prescribed scale.

DATED this............... ARV DL rassirininio fir 1 SCEP
coovenen. (signature, name and stamp)

coivennennniss (Registrar)
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THIRD SCHEDULE
FEES
1. For the recovery of specified sums
(a) NotexceedingN5,000:00...............eeeee.. NS00.00
(b) Between N5,001 to N50,000:00................. . NL,000.00
() Between N50,001 to N500,000:00...... N1,500.00
(d) BetweenN500,001toN 1,000,000:00... N2,000.00

(e) BetweenN1,000,001 toN7,000,000:00...  N2,500.00

Being the sum claimed as at the time of filing any application to the District
Courts

v 4 For the possession of property and the payment of arrears of rent and

mesne prﬂﬁt between landlord and tenant .. i
...fees payable to correlate with the rental value ws-a—ws 1 abwe

3. For the appointment of a guardian.............. ~ N200.00
4. Por anianjuneHON . - - c.ocovivsiissrssnssssning IN200.00
5 For any other relief claimed......................... N200.00
Note -

(a) Item1-Thesumclaimed asdebt or damages shall be specified.
(b) Item 2 - The annual rent or value to be specified shall be that which is

payable under the lease granted to the tenant sued or the lease last
granted to any person before the bringing of the action, whichever be the
greater. If it is something other than money, whether wholly or in part, its
nature and annual value shall be specified. If the annual rent or value was
the understated, the Court may order the balance of the fee chargeable to
be paid; and if it was understated knowingly or negligently, the court
may also order a sum equal to such balance to be paid as penalty. In either
case, the court may direct that the proceedings shall not continue until the

balance and penalty (if any) are paid

1. Applicationforwarrant................ccooeeeen, N500:00

2. On filing any application to the District Court Judge in Chambers .......-
N500:00

& imeeecnrity bonid .G e eeassed | INB00:00

100
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Filing any other paper ...,
O CTCOERMNG . coohh v cvnisntrnissensssinsdans
{a) CTC of jJudgment ...

() Cost perpage....

For obtaining CTC of Court records or proceedings
(1) Warrant of possession

(a) Notexceeding N1 million..............

(b} Between N1 million and N2 million ...

{c}) Between N3 millionand N5 million

(d) Between N5 million and N7 million

(Z)Execution ...............c.ocnee.

0k T e G o TR A

(4)Serviceand Mileage ........................
Registration of Arbitration Award ...............

For certifying a copy as a Certified True Copy

For swearing to an affidavit or making a declaration

For every subpoena ......
Witness StatementonQath ..................

Exhibit (per exhibit) .....................

N500:00
MN500:00
NT00:00
N750:00
IN100:00

N500:00
IN1,500:00
N1,125:00
NI1,500:00
N2,000:00
N2,500:00
N500:00
N500:00
NS00:00
N500:00
N500:00
N500:00
N500:00
N500:00
NS00:00

Forevery day of defaultin complying with orders of court or

with times fixed by rules of court .. ...
For searching the archives

nnnnnnnnn

MN500.00
N1,000:00

(a) For service of any process or document including hearing

notice per party within the District............
Additional payment per kilometer

For any other application or other document not

N500.00
N500.00

INS00.00

101
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s x Momey Linders Biverce. ... N5,000.00
wwmmmw whﬂmdvmh?&mmmmw

o Netoreetig NS00 00 e any partofit .. N500,00
QWWMﬂawmﬂmL - N5SOOLO0

N =

—_— T secial Bailiftf serves mote than one docyr
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ERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY PUBLIC NOTICE
DISTRICT COURTS ACT (CAP. 495)
_ yWs OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA, (ABUJA) 1990
A CAPITAL TERRITORY ACT (CAP. 50) LAWS OF THE
pEDERAL C0 ERATION OF NIGERIA, 2006 (ABUJA)
<HE DISTRICT COURTS (INCREASE IN JURISDICTION OF
DISTRICT COURT JUDGES) ORDER, 2021

FED

EAS pursuant to the provisions of section 17 of the District Courts Act
wHER Laws of the Federation of Nigeria (Abuja) 1990 and section 18
aph (b) of the Federal Capital Territory Act {CAF’_ 503) Laws of the
& ‘pn of Nigeria, 2006 (ABUJA), the draft of this Order was duly
mended by the Ag. Chief Judge of the Federal Capital Territory, Hon.

Justice HUSSEINI BABA YUSUEF;

NOW THEREFORE, in accepting the Ag. Chief Judge's recommendation
herein before referred and in exercise of the powers conferred upon the
Minister of the Federal Capital Territory by section 17 of the District Courts
Act, and section 18 paragraph (b) of the Federal Capital Territory Act, i;he
following ORDER is hereby made by the Minister of the Federal Capital

Territory:

(1) This ORDER may be cited as the District Courts (Increase in Jurisdiction
of District Court Judges) Order, 2021 and shall be deemed to have come

intoeffectonthe.......... dayﬂf..h...,,-...,,.....,.......;EDE‘I.

(2) Subject to the provisions of the District Courts Act (Cap. 495) 1990 and of
any written law, a Chief District Court Judge I and II, a Senior District
Court Judge I and II, and a District Court Judge I and 1l shall have and
exercise jurisdiction in civil causes and matters:

(a) inall personal suits, whether arising from contract, or from tort, or
from both, where the debt or damage claimed, whether as balance
claimed or otherwise, is not more than N7,000,000.00 (Seven
Million naira) in the case of a Chief District Court Judge L
N6,000,000.00 (Six Million naira) in the case of a Chief District
Court Judge 11, N5,000,000.00 (Five Million naira) in the case of a
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Senior District CﬂurtjudgF I, N4,000,000.00 (Foyy Milligy
the case of a Senior District Court Judge I, NS:“ﬂDm“n [.Ea““) e
Million naira) in the case of a District Couist ]u':ige I %

N2,000,000.00 (Two Million naira) in the case of , Distries 4
Judgell; = Coun

(b) in all suits between landlord and tenant for Possession
an}r

land or house claimed under agreement or refused g be de;

up, where the annual value or rent does not exceed mu;lvered
N7,000,000.00 (Seven Million naira) in the case of 5 Chief [:? : th‘.i“
Court Judge I, N6,000,000.00 (Six Million naira) in the ¢y
Chief District Court Judge II, N5,000,000.00 (Five Million Ilaifa?f. a
the case of a Senjor District Court Judge I, N4,000,000,9g (Fo 5
Million naira) in the case of a Senior District Coyrt Jﬂdge ;}r
N3,000,000.00 (Three Million naira) in the case of 3 District cﬂm;
Judge I and N2,000,000.00 (Two Million naira) in the case of 3
District Court Judge I1;

(c) in all actions for the recovery of a penalty, rate, expenses
contribution or other like demand which is recoverable by virtue m;
a written law for the time being in force, if -

() itis not expressly provided by that or any other written law
that the demand shall be recoverable only in some other court;
and

(ii)the amount claimed in the action does not exceed more than
N7,000,000.00 (Seven Million naira) in the case of a Chief
District Court Judge I, N6,000,000.00 (Six Million naira) in
the case of a Chief District Court Judge 11, N5,000,000.00 (Five
Million naira) in the case of a Senior District Court Judge L
N4,000,000.00 (Four Million naira) in the case of a Senior
District Court Judge 11, N3,000,000.00 (Three Million naira)
in the case of a District Court Judge I and ™ 2,000,000.00 (Two
Million naira) inthe case of a District Court Judge I;

P]‘Eﬁﬁiﬂﬂ

Provided that for the purposes of this paragraph the ex
jable on

“P enalty” shall not include a fine to which any person is |
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conviction for a criminal offence;

(d) in all civil proceedings in respect of which jurisdiction has been
conferred on a District Court by the Land Use Act where the
amount claimed or the capital value of the land, the subject matter
of the proceedings, as the case may be does not exceed
N7,000,000.00 (Seven Million naira) in the case of a Chief District
Court Judge I, N6,000,000.00 (Six Million naira) in the case of a
Chief District Court Judge II, N5,000,000.00 (Five Million naira) in
the case of a Senior District Court Judge I, N4,000,000.00 (Four
Million naira) in the case of a Senior District Court Judge I,
N3,000,000.00 (Three Million naira) in the case of a District Court
Judge I and N2,000,000.00 (Two Million naira) in the case of a

District Court Judge II; and

(e) in all civil proceedings in respect of which jurisdiction has been
conferred on a District Court by any other written law or which by
virtue of any other written law may be instituted in a District Court
where the amount claimed or the value of the subject matter of the
proceedings, as the case may be, does not exceed N7,000,000.00
(Seven Million naira) in the case of a Chief District Court Judge I,
N6,000,000.00 (Six Million naira) in the case of a Chief District
Court Judge I, N5,000,000.00 (Five Million naira) in the caseof a
Senior District Court Judge I, N4,000,000.00 (Four Million naira) in
the case of a Senior District Court Judge II, N3,000,000.00 (Three
Million naira) in the case of a District Court Judge I and
N2,000,000.00 (Two Million naira) in the case of a District Court

Judgell;

() toappoint guardians ad litem and to make such orders and to issue
and give directions relating thereto;

(g) to grant in any suit instituted in the courts, injunctions or orders to
stay waste or alienation or for the detention and preservation of any
property, the subject of such suit, or to restrain breaches of contracts
or torts;

(3)  (a) Subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (d) of (2) above and of
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4)

(3)

I‘\r’ ] r L

T N FaTa P S
TattVialla=] =l 1 I 1
_.-(.l.q! LSl Ly 1, & Il

any other written law, no District Court Judge shall exercise
jurisdiction in any suit or matter which -

Otiging)

(i) raisesanissueastotitletoland, or to aninterest in land;

(ii) raises an issue as to the validity of a devise, bequest or limitatigy,
under any will or settlement;

(b) The provisions of sub-paragraph (a) shall have effect except in so far
as the Minister of the Federal Capital Territory may by order otherwise
direct.

Where in any action, the debt or demand consists of a balance not
exceeding the monetary jurisdiction of a District Court Judge in the
preceding paragraphs, as the case may be, after an admitted counter-
claim or set-off of the debt or demand claimed or recoverable by the
defendant from the plaintiff, a District Court Judge shall have
jurisdiction and power to hear and determine such action within the
limits of his personal jurisdiction and power.

The District Courts Increase in Jurisdiction of District Judges) Order,
2014 is hereby revoked.

MADETHIS 6th DAYOF October, 2021

AT ABUJA, THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

I.\:J-ijl-IAMMAD MUSA BELLO
Honowurable Minister
Federal Capital Territory

n, Bezaleel
e B mfjhamherﬂ j
E mﬂmjnﬂtiﬂna!
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